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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS 

TO MINISTERS, SAINTS OF EVERY DENOMINA- 
TION, PARENTS AND CHILDREN. 



HISTORIANS mention the Golden age, 
the Silver age, the Brass age, the Iron age, be* 
sides these, we have had, the Popish age, the 
Episcopal age, the Presbyterian age, the Con* 
gregational age, the Baptist age, the Metho- 
dist age, and the Hopkinsian age. 

There has been times, when some one of 
these have for a while triumphed over all the 
rest ; either by ruling the others, or in boast- 
ing that their arguments were best supported 
from scripture. Among the rest, one age, 
improperly called, " /Ae age ofreason^^' has, 
in swift succession passed by those of the 
present generation, with the other ages. These 
ages are behind all of the present day ; ex- 
cepting those who have the disadvantage of 
having their eyes the back side of their heads, ^ 
instead of having them below their foreheads. 

At such a time as this, when multitudes are 
looking forward for something better than can 



be found in any of the above named ages ; 
can it be amiss to begin another age, " The 
Age of Enquiry," to enquire into what is 
wrong and leave it behind, and enquire what 
is right, and possess it forever ? I think this 
is worthy of being attended to by all of the 
present generation, 

I here mention a few particulars to shew 
the propriety of an age of enquiry. 

1. iMs the command of God — Ezek. xxxvi. 
37, *^ Thus saith the Lord, 1 will jtt for this 
be ENi^uiREB of by the house of Israel. 

2* The prophets are an example for us in 
this, 1 Pet- i. 10, «« Of which salvation the 
prophets have ExquiRED, and searched dili- 
gently.*' 

3. It is a direction of one of the prophets, 
Isa. xxi. 12, ^^ The watchman said, the morn- 
ing Cometh" and also the night : if ye will £5* 
Q^iRE, enquire ye : return, come." 

4. There is a way for us to enquire to ad- 
Tantage, that is, in the word of God, 1 Kings, 
xxii. 5. ^< And Jehosaphat said unto the 
king of Israel, ENquiRE, I pray thee, at the 
word of thti Lord to d^. 

Those who wish for more encouragement 
tQ begin the age of enquiry than these four 
things give, are requested to begin their en* 
^uiryafter truth in the scriptures of truth, 
and they will find a reward in proportion as 
they enquire at the word of the Lord Jesus. 



I close this introductidn, with an address to 
four classes of people. 

1. To Ministers of the gospel, of everj de- 
nomination. — Brethren, jou must be sensible 
that there is at this day a want of tk>f one- 
ness which Christ prajed for, among those 
who give considerable evidence of being call- 
ed to preach the gospel of Christ. This gives 
the world occasion to think that the Father 
has not sent the Son ; and that the Son has 
not sent those who say they are Christ^s 
ministers. This we all know is the case in 
our day. On this account there is great need 
of our enleringinto an ENi^uiRY, to know the 
cause of this. I think one great difficulty 
among ministers is this ; endeavouring to 
prove different things from the scriptures* 
There is but one doctrine true, and that is 
plainly revealed. 

The only remedy I can think of in this af- 
fair is, not to search for proof for one thing or 
another for that truth which is there reveal- 
ed. To do this we must lay aside every 
thing of our own, and all the commands and 
doctrines of men, hear Christ in all things, 
and be willing to be the ministers of Christ 
without any human isms^ or tans connected 
with it. In this way, we shall be united, and 
in no other. All such I invite into the pres-^ 
ent age of sNaciRr, to endeavour to en^uirs 
wisely, concerning this thing. 
A2 
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2, To Sainta of every denomiDalion. — ^Be- 
loved brethren, of the great family of our 
Lord Jesus the everlasting Father ; Jesus 
has named all bis family after himself — 
Chbibtian is the name by which be has 
called his Children, and this is the name you 
ought to own* In this name, we may all 
agree, but we can never all agree in (he 
names which have been given us in Mystery 
Babylon. These are what makes the confu- 
sion in the present day, and this confusion 
will never cease, till all (he party names cease, 
by which saints are called* I do not recom- 
mend this little book to you as a rule ; but as 
an index, pointing you to the rule Christ has 
given for Christians. Remember my breth- 
ren, that all who are born again, belong 
to Christ's Church ; and are members of 
his family ; as such, it is our duty to love 
each other. As Christ has made us one, let 
us not be divided by human doctrines, or 
names ; but endeavour to keep the unity of 
the spirit in the bond of peace. " Whereun^ 
to we have already attained, let us walk by 
the same role, let us mind the same thing* 
As many as walk according to this rule, peace 
be unto them.'* 

3. To Parents. — W[y friends, the charge 
committed to us as parents is great, as it res- 

5ecta the bodies and souls* of our children. 
^0 attend to their bodies is something, to 



fbeir miods is gtill greater* Need I (ell you 
the imporlflnce of teaching jour children 
right ? You are commanded by the apostle 
to bring up your children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord ; you cannot do this, 
without teaching them the word of God. 

A certain Deist who denied the scripture 
as a revelation from God ; was one day teach- ' 
inghis children the new testament ; a friend 
coming in said, '^ I wonder at your teaching 
your children that book.'* Said the Deist, 
** What can I teach them that is better than 
Nhis book V^ True. As you believe it true, 
do not neglect to teach it to them. If you 
find this little book of any service to them, in 
understanding some of the excellencies of that 
blessed rule, let them read it instead of the 
catechisms which abound with contradic- 
tions, and impossibilities. When that was 
written, it was as far as the people had ad- 
vanced from popery : but shall we keep the 
miods of our children back to the attainments 
of two or three hundred years past, when 
there is so much greater light in the present 
day ? This is not doing them a kindness. 
Teach them the fear of the Lord, and not the 
commandments of men. 

4. To Children— Dear Children of the 
present day. God has favoured you beyond 
any who have gone before you, you are earjy 
taught to read the scripture. As that con- 
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tains an account of the birth, life, death, res- 
urrection, and reign of him who said suffer ^ 
little children to come unto me ; be intreated 
to read his word, learn what he requires of 
you; so you will obey your parents, live 
happy, die blessed, rise glorious, and live for- 
ever with Christ in heaven. 

May God Almighty bless Ministers,Saints, 
Parents, Children, and let the whole earth be 
filled with his praise. Amen. 



THR 



AGE OF ENQUIRY, 



A DIALOGUE BETWEEN AN ENQLIRER AND A 
CHRISTIAN. 

Enquirer. — SIR, what name do you 
bear as a professor of religit n ? 

Christian. — My name is recorded in 
Acts, xi. 26, " And the disciples were 
called Christians first in. Antioch." 

Enquirer. — Did the apostles own the 
followers of Christ by that-'name in their 
day ? 

Christian. — Yes. Peter says, i Epis- 
tle iv. 19, " Yet \i any man suffer as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed; 
but let him glorify God on this behalf." 

Enquirer. — Did the apostles consider 
the name of Christ the most worthy and 
honorable of all names for his followers 
to be called by ? 
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Christian. — They surely did. James, 
Chap. iv. 7, " Do not they blaspheme 
that worthy name by the which ye are 
called ? Paul says, Eph. i. 21, " Far a- 
bove all principality and power, and 
might, and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this world, 
but also in that which is to come." 
Phil. ii. 9. " Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a 
name which is above every name." 

Enquirer. — Did Christ ever promise 
to give his name to his followers ? 

Christian. — Yes. He says, Rev. ii, 17, 
" To him that overcometh will I give 
to eat of the hidden manna, and will 
give him a white stone, and in the stone 
a new name written, which no man 
knoweth, saving he that receiveth it." 
Chap. iii. 12, ** And I will write upon 
him my new name." 

Enquirer.— Did Christ authorize his 
disciples to gather together in his name ? 

Christian. — Yes, He says, Matt, xviii. 
20, " For, where two or three are gath- 
ered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them." 

Enquirer. — What is required of those 



who name the name of Christ, or are 
called Christians ? 

Christian. — Paul says, 2 Tim. ii. 19, 
** Let, every one that nameth the name 
of ChHst depart from iniquity,'* 

Enquirer^ — Why do you prefer that 
name to all others by which professors 
are called ? 

Christian. — ^Because, First, Peter says. 
Acts iv. 12, " Neither is there salvation 
in any other ; for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, where- 
by we must DC saved." Second, Be- 
cause all other names will come to noth- 
ing, but this will endure forever. Da- 
vid says, Psalm lxxii.^17, " His name 
shall endure forever, his name shall be 
continued as long as the sun." Third, 
Because Christ's name is the one I was 
baptized in, according to what Peter 
says. Acts ii. 38, " Then Peter said un- 
to tliem, repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins.'* Fourth, Be- 
cause his name is the one through which 
I have life. John xx. 20, *' And that 
believing ye might have life through his 
name," 



Enquirer. — Is there any important 
meaning to the name Christian ? 

Christian. — Yes. Christ signifies God's 
anointed. It is said in Acts iv. 26, 27, 
" The kings of the earth stood up and 
the rulers were gathered together against 
the Lord and against his Christ, lor, of 
a truth, against thy holy Child Jesus, 
whom thou hast anointed, both Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles.'* 
God anointed his Son- to be a prophet 
to teach, a priest to intei:cede, and a 
king to rule ; and a Christian signi- 
fies one taught by Christ, prayed for by 
Christ, and ruled by him ; and one who 
believes and heaif him in all things. 

Enquirer — Are there any prophecies 
which mention that professors of reli- 
gion should be called by this new name ? 

Christian. — Yes. I remember two, 
Isa. Ixii. 2, " And thou shalt be called by 
anew name which the moiith of the 
Lord shall name." Chap. Ixv. 15, " For 
the Lord God shall slay thee, and call 
his servants by another name," 

Enquirer.^ How do you know that 
the name Christian was given by the 
{^ord and not by his enemies ? 
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Christian. — ^I know by this, that the 
name agrees with the prophecies, with 
the new testament^ and with Christ's 
new name ; had it been given by Christ's 
enemies they would not have given them 
the right name ; but would lied in call- 
ing them wrong. Moses says, Deut. 
XKxiii. 29, " And thine enemies shall be 
found liars unto thee." 

Enquirer. — What will you do with all 
the different names by which professors 
of religion are called, in the present day, 
such as Roman Catholic, Episcopalian, 
Presbyterian, Congregationalist, Mcth- 
odist, Baptist, Freewiller, Quaker, Uni- 
versalist, Lutheran, Calvinist, Hopkin- 
aian, Arminian, &c. &c. 

Christian. — I will leave them to those 
who love such antichristian names more 
than the name of Christ, and consider 
them the name of the beast, instead of 
the Lamb ; according to what is said in 
Rev. xiii. 17, 18, *' And that » no man 
might buy or sell, save he that had the 
mark, or the name of the beast, or the 
number of his name. Here is wisdom. 
Let him that hath understanding count 
the number of the beast : for it is the 
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number of a man, and his number is six 
hundred three score and six." 

Enquirer. — ^Your answers concerning 
your name are so scriptural and reason- 
able, that I am fully convinced of the 
propriety of rejecting aH other names 
for the name of Christ only. 

Christian. — Blessed be the Lord who 
has shewed you and me a name which 
will do to name, to trust in, to bow in^ 
to ask in, to gather in ; which will en- 
dure forever, and be continued so long 
as the sun. Amen and amen. 



SECOND ENQUIRY. 

COKC 

r 



COKCIRVINO THB CHUUCH OF CHBIST GAILXD 
CBBISTIA5S. 



Enquirer. — SIR, though I am satisfied 
concerning your name, yet there are 
several things more which I wish to 
enquire after. The first is your belief 
concerning the church of Christ ? 

Christian. — I am ready to answer you 
from the same book where the name is 
recorded, which you have asked after. 

Enquirer^ — What is the meaning of 



15 

the word church, in the New Testa- 
ment ? 

Christian. "^The word signifies a com- 
pany of believers in Christ, whether 
male or female, who are born again of 
the spirit. 

Enquirer. — What is the foundation of 
Christ's church ? 

Christian. — Jesus Chris>t is the only- 
foundation, Paul isays, I Cor. iii. 11, 
" For other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." 
Christ says, Matth. xviii. 18, " And 
I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter ; 
and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it." 

Enquirer, — I have observed in the 
New Testament,the words church, house, 
household, family, general assembly, 
body and kingdom, I wish to know if 
these words all mean one thing ? 

Christian. — These different words all 
mean one company of people. I will 
here place them together, that you may 
see how they agree in one. The first 
word you mentioned is church. The 
first time this word is mentioned in the 
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biMe, is in Matth. xvi. 18. *' And 
upon this rock will I build my church/' 
The next word is house. That the 
word house means the same as church, 
is plain from 1 Tim. iii. 16. " But 
if I tarry long, that thou may know 
how thou oughtest to behave thyself in 
the HOUSE of God, which is the church 
of the living God, the pillar and ground 
of the truth.'* In this verse the house 
of God is said to be the church of the 
living God. That the words house 
and HOUSEHOLD, mean the same, is 
plain from hph. ii. 19. " Now, there- 
fore, ye are no more strangers and for- 
eigners, but fellow citizens with the 
samts, and of the household of God.'* 
In this verse Paul calls the saints the 
household of God. In chap. iii. 10, he 
calls the household the church. That 
the word family means the same as the 
church, house, and household, is plain. 
In chapter iii verse 15, he calls the 
church, the family ; " Of whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is 
named.^' That the words " general 
assembly," mean the church of Christ, 
is plain, from Heb. xii. 23, " To the 
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general assembly, and church of the first 

bom, which are written in heaven." 

In this verse, the general assembly is 

called the church of the first bom, this first 

bom means Christ. That the word 

BODY means the church, is plain, from 

Eph. i. 22, 23, ** And gave him to 

be head over all things to the church, 

which is his BODY." Jn this verse the 

church is said to be Christ's body. This 

is plain* That the word kingdom means 

the church, is plain, from Matth. xvi. 

18, 19, " And upon diis rock will I 

build my church." " And I will give 

unto Aee the keys of die kingdom of 

heaven," What is called the church in 

one verse, is called the kingdom of heaven 

in the next. 

Enquirer. — These things appear plain 
to me as you have stated them from the 
scriptures, and now will you tell me 
how people come into the church of 
Christ ? 

Christian. — They come in by being 
born of the spirit ; . or they are born in- 
to the kingdom. Christ says, John iii. 5, 
** Verily, verily I say unto you, except 
a man be born of water, and the spirit 
B2 



he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God." To be born of water means a 
natural birth ; to be boni of the spirit 
means a spiritual birth. This agrees 
with what Paul says, Col. i. 13, " Who 
hath delivered us from the power of 
darkness, and hath translated us into 
the kingdom of his dear son." This 
birth means a change of situation, a be- 
ing brought from one kingdom to an- 
other, through. faith in Christ. 

Enquirer. •"•^nt, are not people, ac- 
cording to the scriptures, baptized into 
the church ? 

Christian. — No. Men do not obey 
laws^before they come into a kingdom ; 
but obey laws after they come into the 
kingdom, that they may enjoy the priv- 
ileges of the kingdom. If people are 
baptized into the church, then men 
add them, but the bible says, Actsii. 57. 
" And the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved." 

Enquirer. — The scriptures mention 
one church in several places, and in some 
places mention is niade of churches, 
bow does this agree with the other 
places which speak of only one church ? 
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Christian.^ — When tlie word churches 
is mentioned, it means the different 
companies of briethren, in difi'crent 
citiesi^ who were all under the govern- 
ment of Christ, the head of the whole 
body of believers ; called the whole 
family in heaven and earth. 



THIRD ENQUIRY. ' 

coircEftifiiro the rx;i.k for cHnisTiAKft to walk bt. 

Enquirer. — SIR,having received satis- 
fectorj^ answers to my former enquiries, 
I wish to make a further enquiry con- 
cerning ChAst's church. I wish to know 
what rule tlie church of Christ are to 
walk by ? 

Christian — The rule given by Christ 
is the New Testament, where his will is 
made known in plain words. 
~ Mfiquirer. — Is not the Old Testalment 
to be considered as a rule with the new ? 

Christian. — No ; for- there is no man 
oti earth who can walk by both, they 
are different from each other, as life and 
death. Paul says, 2 Cor. iii. 6. " Who 
^so hath made us able ministers of the 



New Testament, not of the letter, but 
of the spirit, for the letter kiUeth, but 
the spirit giveth life." Paul calls the 
Old Testament the ministration of death, 
verse 7 ; the New he calls the ministra- 
tion of the spirit. The old, he says, is 
done away, the new remains. 

Enquirer. — What do you mean by the 
Old Testament ? 

Christian. — I mean the law given by 
Moses, or all from Genesis to the last 
chapter of Deuteronomy. In Christ's 
time he divided the scriptures which 
the Jews had, into three parts, the law 
of Moses, the prophets, and the Psalms^ 
Luke xxiv. 44. 

Enquirer. — Do you think that it is 
our duty to hear Christ in every thing, 
and to believe and do no more than 
what he has left us in the New Testa- 
ment ? 

Christian. — I certainly do, and I will 
give you a reason for it. Moses says, 
Dent, xviii. 15, 18, 19, " The Lord 
thy God will raise up unto thee a proph- 
ct from tlie midst of thee, of thy breth- 
ren, like unto me ; unto him shall ye 
hearken. I will raise them up a proph- 



et from among their brethren like unto 
thee, and will put my words into his 
mouth, and he shall speak unto them all 
I shall command him ; and it shall come 
to pass, that whosoever will not hearken 
unto my words which he shall speak in 
my name, I will require it of him." 
That this prophet means Christ, whom 
we are to hear in all things, is plain 
from the New Testament. Peter says. 
Acts iii. 22, 23. " For Moses truly said 
unto the fathers ; a prophet shall the 
Lord your God raise up* unto you of 
your brethren, like unto me ; him shall 
ye hear in all things whatsoever he 
shall say unto you. And it shall come 
to pass, that every soul which will not 
hear that prophet shall be destroyed 
from among the people.'^ * When Christ 
was transfigured, it is said, Matth. xvii. 
5, "While he yet spake, behold, a 
bright cloud overshadowed them ; and, 
he heard a voice out of the cloud, which 
said, this is my beloved son, in whom I 
am well pleased, hear ye him- Paul 
says, Heb. i* 1, 2, " God^who at sundry 
times, and in divers manners; spake in 
time past to the fathers by the prophets, 
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hath in these last days spoken unto us 
by his son.*' Chap. xii. 25. " See that 
ye refuse not him that speaketh, for if 
they escaped not who refused him who 
spake on earth," [meaning Moses] 
*' much more shall not we escape, if we 
turn away from him that speaketh from 
heaven." This means Christ, who 
came down from heaven, to speak what 
he had received of him that sent him. 
Here is enough to convince us that we 
all ought to attend to what Christ has 
said in the New Testament. 

£nquirer. — How do you consider what 
is commonly called the old testament ? 

Christian.^ — I consider the law of Moses 
done away in Christ, as the light of the 
moon is done away by the light of the 
sun, according to what Paul says, 2 Coir, 
iii. 11, " For if that which is done away 
w^as glorious, much more that which 
remaineth is glorious." The law of 
Moses (excepting what is brought into 
the Testament) is not now binding on 
the Jews nor Gentiles. That law pro- 
phecied until John, and foretold a great 
sacrifice to come. Matth* xi. IS, " For 
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all the prophets, and the law prophecied 
until John.'* 

Enquirer. — How do you consider the 
prophecies from- Isaiah to Malachi ? 

Christian. — I consider many of them 
accomplished, and the rest to be yet ful- 
filled ; when I read those which are ful- 
filled, they strengthen my faith in what 
is contained in the New Testament j 
when I find that the prophets prophe- 
cied of these days. i 

Enquir€t\ — How do you consider the 
Psalms ? 

Christian. — Part of the Psalms I con- 
sider to be prophecies, and part the ex- 
perience of ancient saints, and all pro- 
fitable in our day, being written for our 
learning ; and while I have this belief of 
the ancient writings, I still believe that 
all I am required to believe and do, is 
. contained in the book called the New 
Testament, and that there is no com- 
mand Of ordinance in the Old Testa- 
ment binding on a Christian, unless it 
isjn the New Testament, any more- 
than though it had never been com- 
manded. 

Enquirer. — As you have stated the 
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things, it appears consistent and reason- 
able, but I wish your mind now concern- 
ing several things contained im the New 
Testament. 

Christian. — This I am^'rcady to do 
when you state your enquiries. 

FOURTH ENQUIRY. 

Enquirer. — SIR, as you meutioned 
something concerning baptism, be so 
kind as to tell me what the New 
Testament says concerning that com- 
mand. What is the origin of it ? 

Christian. — The origin of baptism is 
from heaven. Christ says, Mark xi. 30, 
" The baptism of John, vras it from 
heaven, or of men ? Answer me." 
Baptism was a command from heaven, 
and John was the first who baptized, 
and on this account was called " the 
baptist." He was the only baj)tist ever 
in the world. 

JEnquirer.-^W2^ John's baptism gos- 
pel baptism ? 

Christian.-^YcSf for there never was 
any baptism commanded before. It is 
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said, Mark u 1, 4, 5, " The beginning 
of the gospel of Jestts Christ the son of 
God, John did baptize in the wilder- 
ness, and preach the baptism of repent- 
ance for the remission of sins. And 
there went out unto him all the land of 
Judea, and they of Jerusalem, and were 
all baptized of him in the river of 
Jordan, confessing their sins." 

Enquirer. — What is the mode of bap- 
tism according to the New Testament ? 

Christian. — The mode is a burial in 
water. Paul says, Rom. vi. 4. " There- 
fore we are buried with him by baptism 
into death.'^ Col. ii^ 12. " Buried 
with him in baptism." 

Enquirer. — Are there any other places 
in the New Testament, which leads you 
to think that people were buried . in 
water when they were baptized ? 

Christian — Yes, the places where they 
were baptized, andL the manner in which 
the New Testament says they were bap- 
tized, prove that they were buried in 
baptism^ When Christ was baptized, 
it is said, Matth. iii 16, " And Jesus, 
when he was baptized, went up straight- 
wajT' out of . the water." It is said, 
C 
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Mark i. 5, " And were all baptized of 
him in the river of Jordan." It is said 
of Pliilip and the Eunuch, Acts viii. 
38, 39, " And they went down both 
INTO the water, both Philip and the 
Eunuch, and he baptized him. And 
when they were come up out of the 
water, the spirit of the Lord caught 
away Philip." These places shew as 
plainly as words can express it, that they 
went down into the water, and came up 
out of the water. Had they gone to a 
meeting house, and sprinkled then! ; 
surely it would not have been recorded 
in this manner. 

Enquirer. — What is the first and sim- 
ple meaning of the word baptism ? 

Christian. — The word baptism, is from 
the Greek. The native Greeks must 
understand their own language better 
than foreigners : they have always un- 
derstood the word to signify dippings 
and to this day they have baptized by- 
immersion. Their practice is a true 
and certain explanation of the word... 
The translators never translated the 
word, had they done this, there would 
have bieen no dispute about baptism.. 



The word signifies two things ; to dip, 
and colour, as a dyer dips a piece of 
cloth, to give it another colour. When 
Christ was baptized, ^he was not only- 
immersed in water ; but distinguished 
from all other men on earth by a voice 
from heaven, which said, " This is 
my beloved son in whom I am well 
pleased." When John and the apostles 
baptized any, they were by that distin- 
guished from all other men on earth. 

Enquirer. — What is the real design of 
that baptism commanded in the Nf w 
Testament ? 

Christian. — There are several things 
designed by it. First, it is meant to 
shew the believer's faith in .Christ's 
death, burial, and resurrection. When 
Peter preached Christ's death, burial, 
and resurrection, to the Jews, they 
asked him what they should do. 
Acts ii. 38. " Then Peter said unto 
them, repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, 
for the remission of sins." He called 
them to repent of their sins, and to be 
baptized, to prove that they believed in 
hitn that was risen from the dead. 



Second. Baptism is appointed for a 
believer to shew, that he is dead to his 
former life, and that he is commanded 
to live a new life. Rom. vi. 4, " There- 
fore we are bur ijed with him by bap- 
tism into (leath, that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead, by the glory of 
the Father, even so we also should walk 
in newness of life.'* In this verse a new 
life is mentioned. Third. Baptism is 
meant to shew the believers faith in 
his own death, burial, and resurrection 
at^he last day. Col. ii. 12, " Buried 
with him in baptism, wherein also ye 
are risen with him through the faith of 
the operation of God, who hath raised 
him from the dead.^' According to 
this, the believer shews in being baptiz- 
ed, that he believes God will at last 
operate on his body, and raise it out of 
the grave, as it is raised oat of the water 
after he has been buried in baptism. 
This agrees with what Paul has said in 
Rom. vi. 5, " For if we have been 
planted together in the likeness of his 
death, we shall be also in the likeness of 
his resurrection." 
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Enquirer. — Are any required to be 
baptized butbelievers in Christ ? 

Christian. — These are the only persons 
who are required to submit to this com- 
mand. Christ has said, Mark xvi, 16, 
" He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved, but he that believeth not shall 
be damned," 

Enquirer. — How do you know that 
Christ meant that men must believe in 
him, before they were baptized ? 

Christian. — The conduct of the apos- 
tles in obeying Christ's command, is a 
certain explanation of his command to 
them to teach and baptize. When Pe- 
ter preached repentance and baptism af- 
ter Christ ascended, it is said. Acts ii. 
41, ** Then they that gladly received his 
word were baptized." Acts viii. 12, 
" But when they believed Philip, preach- 
ing the things concerning the kingdom 
of God and the name of Jesus Christ, 
they were baptized, both men & women.*' 
This shews that they believed first. 
When the Eunuch asked Philip, what 
hindered his being baptized ; he said to 
him, verse 37, " If thou believest with 
all thy heart thou mayest. And he an- 
C2 
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swered and said, I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God,"~" And he 
baptized him." 

Cornelius was a believer, and he and 
his family and friends h^d received the 
holy ghost. Peter said, Acts x. 47, 48, 
" Can any man forbid water, that these 
should not be baptized, which have re- 
ceived the holy ^host as well as we ?'* 
The Jailor and all his house' were be- 
lievers and were baptized as suchi Acts 
xvi. 33, 34, " And he took them the 
same hour of the night, and washed 
their stripes, and was baptized, hq and 
all his, straitway, and when h^ had 
brought them into his house, he set 
meat before them, and rejoiced, believ- 
ing in God with all his house." When 
Paul preached at Corinth, those who 
were baptized were all believers. Acts 
xviii. 8, " And Crispus, the chief ruler 
of the synagogue, believed on the Lord 
with all his house, and many of the Cor- 
inthians, hearing, believed and were 
baptized." All the new testament a- 
gret's with these places concerning be- 
lievers being the only persons who 
ought to be baptized. 
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Enquirer. — Is there any thing to en- 
gage a believer to submit to this com- 
mand ? 

Christian.^^YcSf there are several 
things ; first the example of Christ, who 
was baptized in the river Jordan for an 
example, and in his baptism says, " Fol- 
low me.'* Second, it is a command of 
Christ to imitate him in this glorious or- 
dinanjce of heaven. Third, a believer in 
obeying this command has the example 
of all the followers of Jesus in ancient 
times. Fourth, he has a promise of hap- 
-piness in obeying, from him who has 
saiH, " If ye know these things happy 
are ye if ye do them.'' — 

Enquirer.' — As baptism stands so plain 
in the new testament, what shall we 
think of those ministers who deny the 
propriety of this baptism ? 

Christian. — ^We must conclude they 
are either very ignorant men, or very great 
liars ; for no man can read the new tes- 
tament and then honestly say infant 
sprinkling is a command of Christ in 
the new testament ; for there is neither 
precept nor example of it, nor for it in 
the whole bible ; but is a human inven- 
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tion, a command and doctrine of men 
which will soon perish in the using. 



FIFTH ENQUIRY. 

Enquirer. — WHAT is meant by the 
hord*^ Supper in the new testament ? 

Christian. — It is an appointment of 
Christ, for his followers to show forth 
his death till he comes ; consisting of 
broken bread and wine. We are told 
when he appointed it, Matt. xxvi. 
26, 27, 28, 29, " And as they were eat- 
ing, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, 
and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, take, eat ; this is my body. 
And he took the cup, and ga\e thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying, drink ye 
all of this. For this is my blood of the 
new testament, which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins." 

Enquirer. — Have the apostles written 
any thing concerning the Lord's Sup- 
per ? 

Christian. — Yes, Paul has mentioned 
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it. 1 Cor. xi. 23, 24, 25, 26, '' For I 
have received of the Lord, that which 
also I delivered unto you, that the Lord 
Jesus, the same night, in which he was 
betrayed, took bread ; and when he had 
given thanks, he brake it, and said, 
take, cat ; this is my body, which is 
broken for you ; this do in remem- 
brance of me. After the same manner 
also he took the cup, when he had sup- 
ped, saying, this cup is the new testa- 
ment in my blood, this do ye, as oft as 
ye drink it, in remembrance of me* For 
as often as ye eat this bread, and drini: 
this cup, ye do shew forth the Lord*s 
death 'till he come.*' 

Enquirer. ^-^1% there any place in the 
new testament, which proves that the 
churches in the time of the apostles did 
attend to this Supper ? 

Christia/t.-^MtSj there are several ac- 
counts of it. Acts ii. 46, " And they, 
continuing daily with one accord in 
the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, did eat their meat with 
gladness and singleness of heart." Acts 
XX. 7, '' And upoii the first day oif the 
week, when the disciples came together 
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to break bread, Paul preached to them." 
Enquirer* — Who ought to attend to 
this command ? 

Christian. — ^None but believers in 
Christ who love him and keep his com- 
mandments.— 



SIXTH ENQUIRY. 

eoircERSTtirfi the otficsrs ih chsist's cavRCH^ 

Enquirer. — WHAT officers hasChrist 
Appointed in his church ? 

Christian. — At the first building of the 
church there were in it, Apostles, Proph- 
ets, Evangelists, Pastors, and Teachers, 
these were in office for the good of the 
whole. Paul says, Eph. iv. 11, " And 
he gave some Apostles, and some Proph- 
ets, and some Evangelists, and some 
Pastors and Teachers.'^ At the present, 
there are no apostles, nor prophets in 
the church. Evangelists and pastors are 
still in the church. The evangelists are 
tnen called to travel and preach, pastors 
are called to labor more particularly in 
the church ; each of these are called to 



preach and baptize. Besides these, there 
is an office which respects the temporal 
affairs of the church, these are called 
Deacons, or church treasurers. 1 Tim. 
iii. 8, " Likewise must the deacons be 
gralve, not double tongued, not given to 
much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre, 
and let these also first be proved, then 
let them use the office of a deacon, be- 
ings found blameless." 

inquirer. — Where is the first account 
of these affairs ? 

Christian. — In Acts vi. 1, 2, 3, $, the 
occasion of their being appointed was 
this, the poor widows in the church 
were neglected of their daily adminis- 
tration, and the apostles Uiinking it 
wrong to leave preaching to attend to 
these things, appointed seven men to 
attend to such business, that they might 
attend wholly to preaching the word. 
Besides these officers there are others 
who are called to improve in the church 
by exhortation, prayer, helping, and 
governing accqrding to the rule given 
them by Christ the head of the church. 

Enquirer.'-^In what mannet are these 
officers appointed in the church ? 



Christian^ — ^The account of their being 
appointed or ordained, and the manner 
in which it is to be done, is recorded in 
the New Testament, Paul says Titusi. 5, 
" For this cause left I thee in Crete, 
that thpu shouldst set in order the things 
that are wanting, and ordain elders, ia 
every city, as I have appointed thee. '^ 
Apts xiv, 23. "And wljen they had 
ORDAINED them elders in every church, 
and h^d prayed with fasting, they com- 
mended them to the Lord on whom 
they believed/' Whenever a man is ap- 
pointed to preach, he is then ordained. 

Enquirer. — Whp ordained the officers 
in the first church ? 

G^m/ian.-rThe apostles were ordained 
by Christ ; Mark iii. 14, " And he or- 
dained twelve, that they should be With 
him, and that he might send them forth 
to preaeK'^ John xv. 16, "Ye. have 
not chosen me, but I h^ve chosen you 
and oRdain$;d you, that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit, apd th^t your 
fruit should remain." Matthias was 
ordained by the church, Acts i. 25, 
** One must be orp.aiked to be a wit- 
tiess with us of his.resun:ectipn." Bar- 
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nabas and Saul were ordained by the 
church in Antioch. Acts xiii, 1, 2, 3, 
" Now there were in the church that 
was at Antioch certain prophets and 
teachers, as they ministered to the Lord^ 
and fasted, the holy ghost said, separate 
me Barnabas and Saul, for the work 
whcreunto I. have called them. And when 
^ they had fasted and prayed, and laid 
their hands on them, they sent them a- 
way." The ciders in the church at An- 
tioch in Pisidia, were ordained by Paul 
and Barnabas, Acts xiv, 23, " And when 
they had ordained them elders in every 
church, and had prayed with fasting, 
\hey commended them to the Lord in 
whom they believed." The elders in 
Crete were ordained by Titus, Titus i. 5, 
** For this cause left 1 thee in Crete, 
that thou shouldest set in order the 
things that are wanting, and ordaim 
elders in every city, as I had appointed 
thee." 

Enquirer.'^AccOTdixig to this account 
who ought to ordain elders in the 
churches, or to travel and preach ? 

CAm^ta»»~Thc right of ordaining 
belongs to die church, and every min- 
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ister whom the church appoints to or- 
dain others. 

^ Enquirer. — In what manner were el- 
ders ordained according to the New 
Testament ? 

C/iristian.-^At was done in a churdi 
meeting, by fasting, prayer, and laying 
hands on them, with giving them the 
hands of fellowship. The account of 
those who were ordained to travel and 
preach is recorded in Acts xiii. 3, 
" And when they had fasted, and 
prayed, and laid their hands on them, 
they sent them away." The manner qf 
elders being ordained in the church at 
Antioch, is recorded in Acts xiv. 23, 
f' And when they had ordained them 
elders in every church, and had prayed 
with fasting, they commended them to 
the Lord on whom they believed." 
This is the simple account of ordaining 
elders in the' New c Testament, which is 
as different from common ordination as 
Christ is from Antichrist. 

Enquirer.— Whdit do you think of the 
manner of ministers being ordained 
among the different denominations at 
theptesentday? 
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christian. — I think and know it to be 
a part of the man of sin, which belongs 
to mystery Babylon ; the great whore 
which sitteth on many waters. How 
different is tlie practice from the scrip- 
tures! A comicil, a f^ast, instead of 
a fast, a Popish parade, a pompous ser- 
mon, a fiashy charge, and a formal hand 
of fellowship, with many other highly 
esteemed abominations ; such as install- 
ing, reinstalling, reorganizing, investing, 
and an abundance of such trumpery, 
which is not confined to the Romish, 
Episcopalian, and Congregational clergy, 
but has even extended itself to the Bap- 
tist clergy, who have mingled them- 
selves among the heathens, and learnt 
their ways. 

Enquirer. — ^How are the deacons or- 
dained or appointed to their work ? 

CAm^fa/i.— The deacons were ordain- 
ed by prayer and laying on of hands. 
Acts vi. 6, " Whom they set before 
the apostles ; and when they had pray- 
ed, they laid their hands on tjiem." 
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SEVENTH ENQUIRY. 

COKCSBNINO WHAT CBRIRT^S XllVIATXBS PRSACH19 TO 
THE WOai.ll, BEIBS SKIfT BT BIK. 

Enquirer. — I WISH to know what the 
ministers of Christ preached to the 
world, and whurt they now ought to 
preach, to obey what Christ comntands 
them ? 

CAmffezw.— The substance of the doc- 
trine of Christ which he commanded 
his ministers to preach to the inhabitants 
of the earth, is contained in six particu- 
lars^ called the principles of the doctrine 
of Christ. Heb. vi. 1,2—1. Repentance 
from dead works— 2. Faith towards 
God—S. Doctrine of baptisms— 4, Lay- 
ing on of hands — 5. Resurrection of 
the dead — 6. Eternal judgment, — The 
ministers of Christ in ancient days told 
the wicked, they must repent of their 
wickedness, they told the unbelieving 
to believe^ they told the believers to be 
baptized, they laid their hands on the 
baptized and they received the Hply 
Ghost ; they told . those who received 
the Holy Ghost, that they should rise at 
the resurrection of the just ;. that they 
should stand in the judgment, and iive 
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forever afterwards. They told the world 
that if they remained impenitent and 
unbelieving, God would raise them at 
the resurrection of the unjust, and 
call them to an account at the day of 
judgment, and fhere punish them with 
everlasting destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, and the glory of his 
power. 

Enquirer. — Were they commanded to 
preach these things to all men ? * 

Christian. — Yes, to all without ex- 
ception ; Christ said, " preach the gos- 
pel to every creature," '^ Now he 
commandeth all men every where to 
repent." 

Enquirer, — What were they to preach 
to those who were believers ? 

Christian. — What is recorded in the 
New Testament directed to the saints, 
which is summed up in this, " to live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world, looking for that blessed 
hope, and glorious appearing of the 
great God, and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

D 2 
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EIGHTH ENQUIRY. 

covcsEauro public wobship. 

Enquirer — In what manner are the 
disciples of Christ to attend the public 
worship of God ? 

Christian. — The first thing concerning 
public worship, is assembling together. 
This is enjoined in Heb. x. 25, **Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether, as the manner of some is, but 
exhorting one another, and so much the 
more as we see the day approaching." 
The design of meeting together, is-- 
1. To glorify God— 2. To edify each 
other— -3. To benefit those who do not 
believe. This is to be done by preach- 
ing, praying, singing, exhorting, re- 
proving, rebuking, and admonishing one 
another. 

£nquirer.—ls there not some partic- 
ular form laid down in the New Testa- 
ment, to be attended to in every public 
meeting ? 

CAm/ian.*— No. The order is this, to 
do that which is most to edification 
when we come together. If it is most 
to edification to have all praying, oi^ 
preaching, or singkig, or exhorting, or 
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some of all these ; this is the order of 
the meeting. All are allowed to speak 
one by one, when it is to edification. 
Paul says, 1 Cor. :^iv. 26, ** How is it 
then, brethren, when ye come together, 
every one of you hath a psalm, hath a 
doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, 
hath, an interpretation ? Let all things be 
done unto edifying." 

jBwywir^r.— How are churches gather- 
ed according to the New Testament ? 

Christian — They are gathered by 
Christ. When any number are born 
again, whether two or more, and are 
united in love, they are a church, ac- 
cording to thje New Testament. The 
minister's duty is to baptize them, ac- 
knowledge them a church of Christ, 
and they to consider themselves so, and 
as such to walk according to the New 
Testament, and as marly as walk accord- 
ing to this rule, peace to them and the 
Israel of God. Having a council to 
constitute a church, giving them articles 
of faith, and making them a church, is a 
part of mystery Babylon, there is not 
one word for the practice in the New 
Testament. 
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NINTH ENQUIRY. 

COlirCERyiNG tH^ XKAiriNG OF THE WORD BTSHOP. 

Enquirer. —WHAT is the meaning of 
the word bishop in » the New Testa- 
ment ? 

CAm^wzw.— This word signifies an over- 
seer, or one appointed to attend to what 
belongs to another. It is applied, First, 
To Christ, 2d. To his ministers. 
Christ is called the bishop in 1 Pet. ii.25, 
" For we w^ere as sheep going astray, 
but are now returned unto the shepherd 
and bishop of your souls." Christ as 
man. is an overseer or bishop under his 
father, " Head over all things." He 
has the whole command of the church, 
and all orders respecting the church 
comes from him as the bishop of souls. 
Under this great bishop are other bish- 
ops appointed by him, to oversee what 
belongs to the universal bishop Jesus 
Christ, The word bishop when ap- 
plied to men means the same as an elder. 
All elders are bishops, no one is above 
another, all are brethren. This name 
given to the ministers of Christ, is to 
shew, that their work is to watch over, 
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care for, and instruct their brethren. 
The New Testament does not admit any 
to this office except he be blameless, 
the husband of one wife, if married at 
^11, vigilant, ^ober, of good behaviour, 
given to hospitality, apt to teach, not 
given to wine, no striker, not greedy of 
filthy lucre, but patient, not a brawler, 
nor covetous." 1 Tim. iii. Titus i. 
The office of bishop is not above that 
of a pastor, but in the three first cen- 
turies every pastor was considered a 
bishop. 

Enquirer. — How are we to consider 
Christ as bishop, and his ministers 
6wAoj6^ under? 

Christian.— Ths: universal bishop, 
Jesus, has the whole command, and as 
such, has given directions to his minis- 
ters and the saints in the New Testa- 
ment. This book contains all he re- 
quires of all hb followers. The bishops 
are there directed what to preach, what 
to tell the world, and the saints; and are 
commanded not to add any thing to it, 
nor keep back any part of what is there 
enjoined* 
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JBwytttrm'™ Will you illustrate this by 
a similitud/? 

Christian. — Yes. The government of ' 
the bishop of Rome, the bishop of Eng- 
land^ or the government of the bishop of 
the Methodists, wiU serve as a simili- 
tude, for they are all antichristian gov- 
emments, being exactly in opposition 
to that of the great bishop Jesus Christ* 
As the government of the Methodist 
bishop IS mare known in this country 
than any of the others, I will use this as 
a similitude. In this government the 
bishop is over all the methodist ministers, 
and all the methodist people—he gives 
the ministers their orders, and the or- 
ders for the people to attend to— the 
people are accountable to the bishops so 
are the ministers. The bishop is ac- 
countable to that authority which made 
him so — the ministers receive from the 
bishop f a book of rules, called a discipline, 
for themselves and the people ; if a 
minister, or any of :the people, refuse to 
comply with what is required there, 
the bishop turns them out of the gov- 
ernment. 

In the New Testament, Jesus Christ is 



BISHOP over all the saints, as the Metho- 
dist bishop is over all the Methodists. 
As the Methodist ministers arc un- 
der the command of the bishops to 
preach what he says, and where he 
says ; so the ministers of Christ are 
bound to preach what he commands, 
.when, and where he says, and the peo- 
ple are bound to hear and obey what 
Christ says by his ministers, who are 
bishops under him. 

Enquirer."-\i this is the case, what 
need is there of these bishops over other 
ministers ? 

CAm^eaw.-^There is no need of them, 
they are the cause of divisions and con- 
tentions, among the saints, because, 
instead of beinff where Clmst's ministers 
ought to be, they have, and are claim- 
ing that power, which belongs only to 
Clurist ; and these forms of government 
will finally come to nothing, when min- 
isters and all believers are willing to be 
where and what Christ commands them 
to be. 

Enquirer. — What is the difference be-, 
tween the words dipping, pouring, and 
sprinkling in the Greek language. 



CAm^mn.— The word which dipping 
come from is Baptizontes. Pouring 
comes from the word, Proschusin. 
Sprinkling comes from the word, Ran- 
tizosa. All the learned know that these 
three words ore used to express these 
three different actions, dipping, pouring, 
and sprinkling. Those who contradict 
this, are either ignorant of the original 
words, or not men of truth. 

Enquirer. — Is there any such word as 
Trinity mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment ? 

Christian. — No. It is an unscriptural 
word, invented to express something 
not mentioned in the word of God. 
This, with the words sacrament^ deprav- 
ity ^ moraHtt/j chaplain^ doctor ojf^dwinityj 
reverend^ parson^ divine^ &c. ought to be 
laid aside by the ministers of Christ, 
and all his followers, as unwholesome 
words, and not the words of bur Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Enquirer., — I wish you to statp to me 
the I^ew Testament form of ordaining an 
elder, to the work of the ministry. 

CAmftan.— ThisIwiU do in the fol- 
lowingparticulars : 1. The church agree 
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that Christ has called him to the work. 
—2. In a church meeting the elder, or 
elders, in behalf of the church, lay their 
hands on him and pray, according to 
Acts xiii. 3. " And when they had fasted 
and prayed, and laid their hands on 
them, they sent them away." — 3. The 
elders give the hands of fellowship ; if 
there is only one elder he gives the hand 
of fellowship ; according to Gal. ii. 9, 
" And when James, Ceplias, and John, 
who seemed to be pillars, perceived the 
grace given unto me, they gave to me 
and Barnabas the right hands of fel- 
lowship, that we should go unto the 
heathen, and they unto the circum- 
cision." This is the most we can find 
concerning ordaining ciders in the New 
Testament. All more than this belongs 
to the commandments and doctrines of 
men, which are all to perish in the 
using. 

Enquirer. — I am fully satisfied con- 
cerning these things, which you have 
mentionecl, and while I compare them 
with human doctrines, rules, and prac- 
tices, it appears to me that the difier- 
encc must be very great; and I now 
K 
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wish you to contrast the ancient things 
in the new testament, concerning minis* 
ters^ baptism, and churches, that ail maj 
see the difference. 

Christian. — This I am ready to do> 
and this shall be a second part of your 
enquiry. 



THE 

AGE OF ENQUIRY. 

PART II. 

f 

ANCIENT AND MODERN THINGS CONTRASTED. 

If, Conceminj^ Ministers — 2. Concerning Baptism — ^3. Con- 
cerning building Churches. 

Ancient things as they stand in the New Testament. Mod- 
em things as tliey are practised in the present day among 
different denominations. 

1. Ancient Am Modebn Thinos concebnutg Mihibters. 

ANCIENT. 

And how shall they preachy except they 
he sent ? Horn. x. 1 5. 

ACCORDING to the Apostle's dec- 
laration in this chapter, a man must be 
sent of Christ to preach his gospel. The 
question in the text supposes, that a 
man cannot preach who is not sent of 
God for that purpose. A man who is 
sent of God is one who loves him ; a 
man who loves God is born of God ; 
every natural man is a hater of God, . 



and therefore is not sent of him to 
preach. 

No man can be sent of God unless he 
understands the nature of the Gospel, 
which is good news to sinful, wretched 
men; to understand this, a man must 
be an experimental sharer in the bles- 
sings^ of the gospel ; " the husbandman 
must first he a partaker of the fruits of 
the earth." The same power which 
brought light out of darkness, en- 
lightens the mind of the man who is 
sent of God to preach ; " God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of^ 
darkness, hath shined into our hearts, 
to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ." A man without regeneration 
can no more preach the gospel of the 
grace of God, than a blind man can 
judge of colours, or a deaf man teach 
music. 

MODERN. 

And how can they preach except they 

are sent to college ? 

THIS text contains the modern doc-. 
trine of clerical qualifications to preach 
college gospel ; this is a point which the 
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clergy have contended for many years. 
It has been said by them that no man 
can be a preacher, unless he has a. col- 
lege education; but they prove their 
own doctrine false of late ; for they be- 
gin to ordain those who have not a 
college education, and according to this, 
it is felse that a man cannot preach 
without a college education ; that no 
more qualifies a man to preach the gos- 
pel than a man's working with a barber 
qualifies him to make watches. The 
fact is, the clergy meant to have it so 
that no man should pretend to preach 
unless he was sent to the college, and 
from the college sent to them, and by 
them sent to impose on a whole town, 
who should be obliged to support them 
for life, because they had spent their 
money for that purpose. A clergyman 
was once asked this question : Can a 
converted man preach the, gospel with- 
out a college education ? he answered, 
No. Can he preaeh the gospel if he 
has a liberal education without regenera- 
tion? he answered, Yes. 

E2 , 
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ANCIENT. 

fTho also hath made us able ministers of 
the New Testament^ not of the letter j 
but of the spirit y for the letter killeth^ 
but the spirit giveth life. 2 Cor. iii. 6. 

THE same Apostle who adks the 
question, how can they preach except 
they be sent ? m this text tells us what 
kind of ministers those are whom Christ 
sends, and how they are made. 

"Who also hath made us able min- 
isters." Jesus Christ makes his minis- . 
ters ; states and kingdoms make theirs ; 
and the Devil makes his. Christ's 
ministers are endowed with natural and 
spiritual abilities from him : they are 
ministers of the New Testament ; they 
are blessed with a New Testament spirit ; 
preach the Mediator of the New Testa- 
ment; New Testament doctrine, ordi- 
nances, church and practice. The effect 
of their |)reaching is life to their hear- 
crs; the New Testament is spirit and 
life, and where it is preached with the 
spirit it giveth life to those who are 
dead in trespasses and sins. The Apostles 
considered the Old Testament done 
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away' in Christ ; and to preach that was 
to reject the New, and to seek to be 
justified by the deeds of the law, and 
not by grace. 

MODERN. 

Which (the college) also hath made us 
popular ministers of Morality ; not of 
the spirit but of the letter^ for the spir- 
it giveth life^ but the letter killeth. 

THIS text will naturally lead the 
dergy to remember their Creator, (the 
college) or at least their birth place ; it 
may be said of many, " this and that 
wan was bom there.'^ One Clergyman 
said **that Cambridge college was the 
river, the streams whereof make glad 
the city of God." From that time to 
this, the clergy pray that from this 
fountain may annually flow streams 
(that b, ministers) to make glad the 
city of God ; but that place is more like 
a Volcanx) which annually vomits col- 
umns oJF fire and hot lava, which makes 
every green thing die, and proves de- 
struction to all around. The fountain 
is Moralitt/ism^ and the streams are worse 
if possible. However, these ministers 
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arc popular, for by reading Morality, 
they keep people in ignorance by this 
dark veil, and there is no life in the 
ministers, nor much, if any, in the peo- 
ple. They oppose the New Testament 
preachers, knowing, that the Lord owns 
them, in giving life to many through 
their preaching. 

ANCIENT. 

For I neither received it ofman^ neither 
was I taught ity but by the revelation 
of Jesus Christ. Gal. i. 12. 

FROM this passage we learn that 
those ministers who are sent by Christ, 
and are made able ministers of the New 
Testament, do not receive it from man, 
neither are they taught the nature of it 
by man ; but by the instruction of that 
Spirit which leads into all truth. The 
gospel is spiritual, and therefore cannot 
be known by any without the Spirit. No 
man knoweth the things of God, but by 
the Spirit of Qod. " The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the spirit of 
Godf for they are foolishness unto him^ 
neither can he know them^ because they 
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ere spiritually discerned. ^^ In this way 
all the ministers of Christ received an 
understanding of spiritual things in an- 
cient times ; that being the true way 
then, it must be the only way now ; a 
man might as well learn Latin or Greek 
frohi one who never knew those lan- 
guages, as to know the nature of the 
gospel without divine instruction. — 
The gospel consists of four parts ; ** our 
gospel came not in word only, but also 
in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in 
much assurance;" as one part of the 
gospel is the Holy Ghost, it must be re- 
ceived by a revelation of Jesus Christ. 

MODERN, 

For I received it of man, and I was 
taught it by man^ and not by the reve^ 
lation of Jesus Christ* 
THIS modem text teaches us the 
difference between Christ's ministers, 
and Ami- Christ's. They are taught by 
man to say prayers by rote, and they 
receive from men like themselves a li- 
cense to preach, and 6ften old notes 'to 
read over to the people. One of this 
sort once told me, that **when they 
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first begin to preach, they are allowed 
to take other men's works and read." 
One minister in New Hampshire was 
settled upon this plan, to deliver his 
old notes once in so many years. This 
plan of imposing on towns and parishes 
they receive of men, and they are taught 
it by men ; tl ey are not taught it by 
the revelation of Jesus Christ, for he 
never taught religious fraud. The 
clergy in general, do not pretend to be 
so enthusiastic, as to be moved by the 
Holy Spirit. They are generally moved 
by a spirit as different from this as they 
are different from the ministers of Chri;5t. 
One young man, as I am informed, not 
thirty, when reading an old minister's 
notes, said, I have been preaching to you 
these forty years, yet many of you re- 
main as unconcerned as when I first be- 
gan my ministry among you. 

ANCIENT. 

For God^ who commanded light to shine 
out of darknessy hath mined in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ. 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
THIS text teaches us that even the 
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Apostles' minds, before their conversion, 
were as dark as the earth before God 
commanded the light to shine upon it ; 
and that nothing short of the same 
power could enlighten their minds, the 
darkness was so great, l*he light which 
they received was the knowledge of his 
glory in the face of Jesus Christ. This 
shews that though a man may have 
some knowledge of God's glory in his 
works, yet they cannot have a knowl- 
edge of the glory of his grace unless it 
is revealed to him' by that spirit which 
glorifies Christ. The Apostle gives the 
reason why this was done, ''to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ ;" that 
is, that they might communicate the 
same glory to the world which they 
had received. The Apostles' work was 
to hold up the felory of Christ. Had 
the Apostles preached any other glory, 
short of the glor}'- of God in Christ, 
their hearers would have thought that 
they had either forgotten their errand, 
or changed their sentiments. While 
the Apostles and primitive 'ministers 
enjoyed this divine light, they gloried 
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as much in it, or more, than college 
ministers do in this, that the college 
and their learning has made -ministers 
of them. 

MODERN. 

For.meriy who commanded a college to be 
buihj have made us shine j to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of 
human learning in the face of us who 
profess to be masters ofarts^ 

I DO not mention this text to speak 
against human learning; but to shew 
that' many come forth pretending to 
preach with no other qualifications than 
what they obtain there, unless they gain 
a little more by a few weeks or months 
study with some master erf arts. I be- 
lieve that the greatest part of those col- 
lege ministers study But little divinity 
there, and other people would think so 
too, if they knew what is practised at 
the college. After commencement day 
they obtain favour of those who xpre- 
side, and they have the glory of human 
learning, which is, generally, to intro- 
duce a man into some office which he 
13 not fit for, and that for life. The 
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greatest part of the towns experience 
this by being obliged to maintain one 
man handsomely for life, because he has 
received a college education, and is 
called die Parson. — These men profess 
to be masters of arts : I have no doubt 
but they are masters of some arts ; they 
liave the art of keeping the people in 
fear of them ; the art of living with 
little work, of keeping people in igno- 
ranee, and of opposing the goq)eL In 
their books they style themselves A. M. 
and the people do very wrong in not 
calling them as they call themselves. 

ANCIENT. 

But we have this treasure in earthen ves- 
selsythat the excellency oftheporiver may 
beqfGodj and not of us* 2 Cor. iv. 7. 

THE Apostle, in tljese words, con- 
siders the gospel a treasure, a valuable 
collection of glorious things. This 
treasure consists of all the blessings of 
the gospel, such as pardon, peace, adop- 
tion, joy, hope„ and eternal life ; finally, 
all the glories of grace to be enjoyed in 
this life, and that which is to come. 
This , treasure is in "earthen vessels." 
F 
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By earthen vessels, are meant ministers 
of the gospel, who like earthen vessels 
are made for common Use ; (not golden 
or silver ones) it is said " the treasure 
is in the vessels ;'' in the mind which 
is capable of retaining it. £arthen ves- 
sels are not all of a size, though they are 
all of one nature; thus it is with the 
ministers of Ch\rist ; they are all par- 
takers of the divine nature, though some 
are capable of containing more than 
others. The reason why this treasure 
is in earthen vessels is, that " the excel- 
lency of the power may be of God." 
God commits the gospel to men, which 
is itself the power of God, to shew that 
though men preach it, yet; if God does 
not apply it to men's hearts, it would be 
preached in vain. Paul says, " I have 
planted and ApoUos watered ; but God 
gave the increase ; so then he that plant- 
eth is nothing, and he that watereth is 
nothing, but God who giveth the in- 
crease." 



MODERN. 

But we have this treasure in our noteSf 
that the excellent^ without the power 
may be ofus^ and not of God. 

THIS modem text teaches us the 
difference between the clergy and the 
ministers of Jesus Christ, Some of this 
sort who have tfiis treasure in their 
notes, when asked to preach, have made 
this reply: "I am not prepared;" that 
is, I have not my notes with me. Some- 
times they have gone to the meeting 
house and left their treasure at home ; 
had it been in them tlicy could not have 
left it behind. One of this modem 
kind of ministers (said a preacher) going 
up the pulpit stairs, dropped his divinity 
through the floor ; he laboured for some 
time to repossess it, but it was all in 
vain ; however, he ascended the sacred 
desk (as it is profanely called) and after 
praying and smging, he stood up and 
addressed the gazing assembly in these 
^words : " My friends^ there is good 
matter under the floor, but I cannot get 
it; however, I will read you a chapter 
or two which will be better than all of 
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it.'* In these written discourses the 
excellency consists (generally) in the 
manner and not in the matter; for the 
power which is peculiar to the gospel is 
not contained there. He who coldly 
tells the people what his paper says, is 
almost as cold and lifeless as his paper. 
The power of a pr^ty voice being the 
most that is known. 

ANCIENT. 

Go ycy therefore J and teach all nations^ 
baptizing them in the name of the Fa- 
ther ^ and of the Son^ and of the Holy 
Chostf teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded 
you ; and by I am with you always 
even unto the end of the world^ Amen. 
Matt, xxviii. 18, 19. 

IN these words are contained the or- 
ders given to those who are called, and 
have the treasure of the gospel com- 
mitted to them, — Their orders are ex- 
tensive : ** Teach all nations." They 
are to " preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture." After the people are taught, the 
first thing required of them is baptism, 
which was designed to act out their 



faith in the death, burial and resurrection 
of him, in whom ihey believed. The 
minis;ters of Christ are here commanded 
to teaqh the saints " all the counsel of 
God" revealed in his word ; and as an 
encouragement, he promised them his 
.presence to the end of the world. Not- 
withstanding these orders are so plain, 
yet many, have endeavoured, from age 
to age, .to prove that ministers ought to 
be confined widiin the limits of a town 
or parish. I believe if some who pre- 
tend to preach had what they merit, 
, they would b^ confined to a smaller cir- 
* elc than , a town or parish ; for they 
would b^ confined to some* other bu- 
siness. 

MODERN. 
Go ye therefore into a town -where there 
is no settied^ minister j and read piety 
and morality to all who come where 
you are ; sprinkling their children in 
the room oj circumcision^ in the name 
of the Trinity^ teaching them that the 
commands of Christ are not essential ; 
and lOy rich worldly men will be with 
you as long as you live. Amen. 
HOW different is this modem text 
F2 



from the ancient one ! yet this is an 
exact description of the clergy in our 
day. After they have received their 
commission, (or license) from those who 
make such ministers, they^setout in pur- 
suit of a vacant 'parish, or town, 'widi 
their morality in their saddle-bags ; 
when employed by the town, they read 
over their rules of piety and morality to 
the people, whether 4h^y are asleep or 
awake. When any thing is mentioned 
concerning baptism, they read a dis- 
course shewing that infant baptism came 
in the room of circumcision, smd is a seal 
of the covenant; and as there is no 
proof of it in the scripture^, 4fee people 
take their word for it, if they pleased 
Their method of evading the commands 
of Christ, is, to do as all pth^r rebels do ; 
that is, to say Christ's cottimands are not 
essential. In so doing, the chief men of 
the city receive hitn, and oblige the poor 
to support him for Bfe^ 

. , ANCIENT. 

JFithal^ praying 'for usj that God would 
open a door qf utterance to speak the 
mystery of Christ, for %vhi^ lam al- 
so in bonds. Col. iv. 3. 
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THIS passage of scripture shews that 
even the Apostles, who had such great 
manifestatioQs of divine things, stood in 
need of the prayers of the saints; not 
beingv sufficient to think any thing of 
themselves. They considered the gospel 
a mystery, and that they knew it only in 
part, and were suflTering even unto bonds 
while they ^vere preaching it unto sinful 
men. — If the Apostles needed the prayers 
of their birethreii, surely the ministers of 
Jesus need the prayers of the saints. One 
of this sort was complained of for not 
preaching so well as he once did ; he 
owned it, and told his brethren that the 
reason of it was, " that he had lost his 
prayer book.'* They asked him if he 
used one ? he told them that the prayers 
of his brethren was the prayer book, 
which he had enjoyed for many years, 
and that if they could procure that for 
him again, he had no doubt but he should 
preach as well as ever. 

MODERN. 
tFkkal^prayingfor us, that the town would 
openuntoustnedoorofthemeeting-hMUse^ 
tJiat we may speak the mystery of iniquity f 
which weqre at liberty by law to do. 



THIS text intimates that unconverted 
ministers ask their unconverted brethren 
to pray for them though it is not very 
common ; when they do, they pray to 
the town, or court, that individuals or 
the town may be obliged to do that 
which they do not think the , scripture 
commands them. They are sometimes 
hejard to pray for .themselves ; their 
prayer is generally this, " that God 
would direct them to a suitable .portion 
of his word, and enable them rightly to 
divide the word of truth:*' and at the 
same- time it is all divided, and wrote 
down, and must come from their notes 
whether their is forte enough in it to 
reach the hearers or not. What they 
generally deliver is the my^ery of ini- 
quity, described in these \^ords, " do 
as well as you can, and all will be well :" 
this is what the laws of men allow them 
to do. 

ANCIENT. 
The Elders which are among' you I ex- 
hort^ who also am an Elder ^ and a wit- 
, ness of the sufferings of Christy and 
also a partaker of the glory that shall 
be revealed : feed the flock of God 
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whichisamongyou; taking the oversight 
thereof J not by constraint^ but willing^ 
ly ; not for filthy lucre ^ but of a ready 
mind ; neither as being Lords over 
Gods heritage, but being ensamples of 
the fiock ; and when the chief Shep- 
herd shaU appear^ ye shall receive /a 
crorwn of glory which fadeth not away^ 
1 Peter, V. I, 2, 3,it. 
IN this ancient text are several things 
worthy of notice. — The first is the 
name given to Christ's ministers, which 
is Elder. The words Elder, Bishop, 
and Overseer, all mean one thing. They 
signify one, appointed to take care 
of that which belongs to another : 
Paul siys, "feed the flock of God 
which he has purchased with his own 
blood." These elders had no command 
of the churches. . The elders belongs 
ed to the churches, and tiot the church- 
es to them. They considered them- 
selves servants of the churches, and not 
masters. They took the oversight of 
them, and their work was to feed the 
flock of God, that is, to instruct them 
from the word of God, taking the over- 
sight out of love to Christ and his flock ; 
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not for the sake of gain; yet while 
they feed the flock, they were to b6 sup- 
ported. " Who fcedeth a flock, and 
eateth not the milk of the flock ? Who 
goeth a warfare at his own charges? 
There is a great difference between eat- 
ing the milk of the flock, and eating the 
flock. A person may eat the milk,* 
while a dog may tear and eat the flesh 
of the anin^al who gave the milk. The 
text does not allow thent to be Lprds 
over God's heritage, but to be ensam- 
ples to the flock. Christ is Lord, and 
ministers must be servants ; they must 
pay such respect to Christ's commands 
as to engage their brethren to obey 
Christ through their example. , Christ's 
minsters are taught not to look for a 
crown in this world, t)ut in that which 
is to come. They must expect, if they 
call the master of the house Beelzebub, 
they will his household. Christ says, — 
" Woe unto you when all ^en shall 
speak well of you, for so did they of the 
false prophets." Christ's ministers are 
to have at last a crown of glory which 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
rhem. 
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How consolating must this be to the 
ministers of Jesus, while their names are 
cast put as evil, and they' considered the. 
filth of the earth, and the off-scouring 
of all things ; and they made a spectacle 
to the world, to angels and men ; amidst 
all this to believe, that their names are 
written in heaven, that a crown is laid up 
for them there, and that ere long they 
shall be received to read their name, to 
wear their crown, and to be ever with " 
the Lord. # 

MODERN. 
THE reverend clergy who are with me 
I advise^ who am also a clergyman^ 
and a D. D. a member of that respec- 
table bodtfy who are numerous^ and 
" wAo seek honour one of another ;" 
, and a partaker of the benefit of it : feed 
yourselves upon the church and parish 
over which we have settled you for lifcy 
and who are 'obliged to support you 
whether they like you or not; taking the 
commandjby constraint ^ for filthy lucre; 
not of a ready mind; as lords over men^s 
soulsy not as ensamples to them. And 
when commencement day shall appear^ 
you shall receive some honorary title^ 



which shall make you appear very re- 
spectable among the reverend clergy. 

THIS modem text shews the differ, 
cnce between that which is scriptural, 
and that which is human. Instead of 
Elber, a title suitable for the ministers 
of Christ, Anti-Christ's ministers style 
themselves Clergy, Doctor of Divinity, 
Parson, Lord Bishop, Lord Areh-Bisbop, 
feight Reverend Father in God, Cardi- 
nal, His Holmess, our Lord God the 
Pope, anotherGod upon earth. King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords. " The Pope 
doeth whatsoever he listeth, even things 
unlawful, and is more than God : His 
Holiness being God's vicar, cannot be 
subject to the judgment of men/' These 
names were never heard of till after the 
appearance of the man of sin ; they all 
belong to Antichrist, and when Mystery 
Babylon falls,, those names will fall with 
it. Were any of the clergy to be called 
Eldery they would almost think them- 
selves imposed on. I do not think that 
all who bear these names are Antichrist's 
ministers ; but all who bear these titles 
are beholden to Antichrist for them, and 
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often have to pay dear for their Anti« 
christian name. 

This plan of settling ministers over 
towns is contrary to the scriptures ; no 
such thing is tnentioned there. When 
I see those things I have these thoughts ; 
if these men are Christ's ministers, they 
have a poor opinion of his word, for 
they will not take his word for a living, 
unless the town is bound for him, that 
if he fai^s them, the town"" shall be ac- 
countable for the money. Instead of 
taking the oversight, they take the com- 
mand of the town or parish they pre- 
tend -to possess; calling them " my peo- 
ple," or " my parish.'' IniStead'of ieed- 
mg the people, they feed themselves. 
Ezekiel says, "-Woe to the Shepherds 
of Israel that do feed themselves ! 
should not the Shepherds feed the flock ?*' 
They are not examples to the flock, 
but are like post-guides, placed out of 
the road, reading to people about a 
way they never were in. For all this 
tyranny they are' honoured by each 
other ; they have the honorary title of 
A. B. A. M. and they' are sometimes 
G 
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gaced.as high a§ D. D. A. A. S. S. 
. S. " they proceed no further.' 
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^ ANCIENT. 

And as they ministered to the Lord and 
fasledj the Holy Ohost said^ separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work where- 
untn I have called them. And when they 
had fasted and prayed^ and laid tlieir 
liands on them^Jhey sent them away. 
And when they had ordained them elders 
' in every churchy and had prayed with 
» fastin^j they commended them to tlie Lord 
on wlwm tliey believed. 

Acts xiii. 2, 3, and xiv. 23. 

THESE two passages of scripture 
contain an account of the ancient way 
of ordaining Elders. The first mentions 
tjieir ordination to travel ; the last, their 
ordination in the churches. It is evi- 
dent that the holy ghost called these men 
to preach, and* that those who laid their 
hands on them^ approved of what the 
holy ghost had done. Another thing is 
evident, and that is, that after they had 
fested and prayed, they laid their hands 
on them ; after this they sent \hem a- 
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way to preach the glorious " gospel of 
the grace of God.'' 

When they orilained Elders in the 
churches, they did it in tlie same way, 
by fasting and prayer, and laying their 
hands on them, commending them to 
the Lord, on whom they believed. Is 
there any thing here to make a person 
think there was a council of ministers 
called, a sermon on the occasion, jthe 
right hand of fellowship, and a charge, 
in the manner it is now done among al- 
most all denominations? Surely ho. 
From this account, it is evident that the 
ministers of Christ were ordained to dif- 
ferent works ; on this account some 
were ordained to travel, and others to 
be in the churches ; some were qualifi-* 
ed for evangelists to pleach from place 
to place, others as pastors and teachers 
to take care of the churches. Those 
ministers who were ordained in church- 
es, were considered as servants of the 
church, having no command of them* 
Paul says, " And ourselves your servants 
for Jesus* sake." In ancient times, the 
ministers belonged to the churches ; but 
in these modern times, the ministers 
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think the churches belong to them ! You 
will often hear the clergy say, " my 
church," and to see the manner in 
which it is built, any man might think 
it belonged to them. - The scriptures 
say, Cljrist gave gifts, (that is, minis- 
ters) to men ; but modern times say, 
he gave men to the gifts.^ — Mention is 
made here of Elders being ordained in 
the churches, but not as lords over them ; 
neither is there any thing mentioned 
concerning settling ministers over towns 
and parishes. How happy must these 
Elders feel, while they are chief among 
their brethren, and at the same time 
servants of all! 

MODERN. • 
^nd as he read and sa^ prayers to the 
people^ the town said^ separate us this 
, man to the honour w^ have conferred 
on hinin And when they had given him 
q. CA^UL, and he had accepted it^ the 
clergy and their servants came^ gove 
him the right handoffeUorwship^ and a 
sham charge^ and settled'him Jor life 
aver the town. And when this was 
done^ they' commended him to the town 
and churchy on whom he depended for 
a living. 
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THIS modern text explained will 
i^bew the diflference between the ancient 
way of" ordaining Elders, and the pres- 
ent mode of settling the clergy. 

The young gentleman who expect*, 
the honours of the town, first comes 
and reads two short pieces in a week ; 
is respected and flattered by the first 
characters 4n the town. If they think 
he will do to make an Idol shepherd 
of to worship, they talk of settling him. 
Col. A. Capt. B. Esq. C. Major D. Dea- 
con E. Merchant F. with Mr. X. vho 
wishes ta be respected whether he de- 
serves it or not, are asked how tliey like 
the gentleman ? one says *^he has a 
good voice," another ". he performed 
very well," another " h^ is short," 
another, ** I am afraid our town will 
not be so lucky as to obtain him." 
However, these few who rule, call a 
to wn* meeting, the candidate retires, 
mentions a Caul in another town, they 
vote for him, the poor waiting to.' see 
the rich men's hands go up first ; if a 
majority are for him, they agree to give 
him a caul; that is, so many hundred 
.dollars settlement; and so many hun- 
G2 
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dred dolldts sa&iy for life, or so many 
ounces of silver. This being doi^, the 
caul is ^nt to the young gentleman : if 
he accepts it, he gives nis answer pub« 
licly as fiberal as their cauf. " Vox pppuli 
vox Dei." The voice of the people, is 
the voice of God, This being done, a 
day is $et for his ordination : it is an 
high day. A council of clergy are sent 
fpr, who come in awful pomp : xhtj^ 
e*^amine his caul and credentials, and 
without any evidence of his being ^ 
man of experimental religion,- they 
agree to ordain him, or rather to crown 
hin^ king over a number of people who 
must be ruled by him. The whole 
town i3 moved, and the towns around 
them. ' The fiddlers, the retailers, &c* 
are all animated. After this, they make, 
an hypocritical parade, like that in 
Rome, when the ropE is placed on the 
altar. Their powdered beads^ their 
Popish bands and surplices, and hypo- 
critical appearance, testify that they are 
related to the church of Rome, that 
mother of such harlots as these. The 
young gentleman is settled for life. The 
people arc pleased ;; they have now a 
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king like other towns, who will " rule 
over them with rigor.'* Feasting^ drinks 
ingy fiddling^ dancings &c. end the so* 
kmnities of the day. 

ANCIENT. 

For' the Son of Qod^ Jesus Christ , who 
was preached among you by us, even 
by mey (ind Sihanus and Timotheusy 
was not yea and nay ; but in him was 
yea. 2 Cor. i. 19. 

THIS passage contains the manner of 
the apostles' and primitive minister's 
preaching. Jesus Christ, or his doctrine, 
was what they all preached : they all 
agreed, because they all spake the same 
thing. Paul did not. preach one thing, 
Silvanus another, and Timotheus a 
third : had they done this, thev would 
have proved themselves false witnesses, 
not agreeing in >yhat they said. In the 
days of the apostle§» there was no such 
things as doctrines of Christ mentioned ; 
it was the dootrine of Christ consisting 
of six principles. These are mentioned 
in Heb. vi. 1, 2^ "Therefore leaving 
the principles of the iloctrine of Christ, 



let us go on to perfection ; not laying 
again the foundation of repentance from 
dead works» and of faith towards God, 
of the doctrine of baptisms, and of lay- 
ing on of han^s, and of the resurrection 
of the dead, and of eternal judgments." 
Here are six principles of this doctrine. 
, 1. Repentance from dead works. 2. 
Faith towards God. 3. Doctrine of 
baptisms. 4. Laying on of hands. 

5. The Resurrection of the dead. 

6. Eternal Judgment. This doctrine 
they received from Christ, and pre?ched 
to the world according to their Master's 
orders. • ' 

!• Repentance from dead Works. 
The apostles could not have preached 
repentance, liad it not been for the pro- 
pitiation made by Christ. On account 
of this, God could be just in pardoning 
the penitent. Men are by nature dead 
in trespasses and sins, or condemned to 
die as sinners. On this account the 
apostles were ordered by Christ to 
preach repentance. This was the first 
thing that Christ preached after he was 
baptized. See Mark i. 15, " And say- 
ing, the time is fulfiUed,'and the king- 
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dom of God ^s at hand*^ Repent ye, 
and believe the gospel.". Lube xiii. 3, 
** But except ye repent^ ye shall all lik;e- 
wise perish." When Christ sent out 
his apostles to preach, it is said^ Luke 
vi. 12, " Arid they went out, and 
preached that . men should repent. ^^ 
When Peter preached to the multitude, 
his first word tp the distressed was, 
** Repent and be baptized every one of 
you, in the name of Jesu» Christ, for 
the remissipn of sins, and ye shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost. When 
the people ran together to see the lame 
man, Peter told them, they had killed 
the Prince of life ; and then said, 
chap. iii.. 19, ** Repent ye therefoi^e, 
and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out, when the times of re- 
freshing shall come from the presence 
of the Lord.'^ According to some 
modern preachers, Peter oug^t taJbai'c 
said, Your sins .must be blotted out, 
tJiat you may be converted and' repent. 
When Peter perceived that Simon was 
in the gall of bitterness, he said, *^ Re- 
pent of this thy wickedness, and. pray 
God,'* &c. Apts viii. 22. When Paul 
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preached in Athens, repentance was 
his first subject. Adts xvii. 30, ** But 
now he commandeth all men etery 
where to repent." In his address to 
the ciders of the church of Ephesus, he 
says, chap. xx. 21, " Testifying both 
to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, 
repentance towards God, and faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ." When Paul 
stood before Agrippa, he told him his 
orders from Christ. Acts xxvi. 20, 21, 
" But shewed first unto them of Da- 
mascus, andat Jerusalem, and throughout 
all the coasts of Judea, and then to the 
Gentiles, that they should repent and 
turn t^ Go:', and do works meet for 
repentance." ** For these causes the 
Jews caught me in the temple, and went 
aboiit to kill me." Were all preachers 
to preach this principle of the doctrine 
of Christ, there would be no roOm for 
yea and nay, about it. 

2. Faith towards God. 
This is another principle of the doc- 
trine of Christ, which he and the apostles 
uBiformly preached. When Christ 
preached to the Pharisees, he charged 
them with omitting . faith, or living in 
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unbelief. He said> Matth. xxiii. 23, 
** Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrities ! for ye pay tithes of mint, 
and anise, and cummin, and have 
omitted the weightier matters of the 
law, judgment, mercy, and faiths In 
almost all Christ's preaching, he held up 
the importance of believing m GoA 2csiiX 
Christ. When he preached to Nico- 
demus, he said, John iii. 15, " That 
whosoever belicveth on him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." Ver. 16, 
** For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotton Son, that who- 
soever believeth (x\\\imi should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life.'* Ver. 18, 
*' He tliat believetk on him, is not con- 
demned; but he that belicveth noty is 
condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of 4he only begot- 
ten Son of God.'' When Paul preached 
Christ in the synagogue at Antioch, he 
concluded with saying, *• And by him, 
all that believe^ are justified from all 
things, from which ye could not be 
justified by the law of Moses." Acts 
xiii. 39. In ver. 41, he told them the 
consequence of not believing in him. 



" Behold, ye despisers, and wonder and 
pcri^ ; for I work a work in y6ur days, 
a work which ye shall in no wise believe^ 
though a man declare ic uhto you.'' 
Jesus Christ and the apostles ever held 
that the turning point of salvation was 
Jinthj and that of damnation was un- 
belief. " He that believeth and ife bap- 
tized, shall be saved, and he that believeth 
not shall be damned.'* In this principle, 
the aposdes aU agreed. Their preach- 
ing this, was not yea and nay; but yea 
and amen to the glory of God. 

3. The Doctrine of Baptisms* 
This is another principle of the doc- 
trine of Christ. There were two bap- 
tisips in the days of the apostles, that of 
the Holy Ghost, anj4 of water. The 
baptispi of the Holy Ghost, was th^it 
miraculous operation of the Spirit on 
believers, by which they were enabled, 
to speak with tongues, prophesy, and 
work miracles. This was given to the 
aposdes and others : every person who 
was baptized with the Holy Ghost, 
CG^ild work miracles. There were many 
who were renewed by the Holy Ghost, 
and yet not baptized with it. The b^p- 
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tism of water was that by which believ- 
ers manifested their faidi in the deaths 
burial^ and resurrection of Christ. This, 
Christ and the apostles unilbrmly preach- 
ed. When any believed they werq 
baptized immediately ; but never be- 
fore ; ihey baptized none but believers, 
amd they had but one mode of baptism ; 
which was by hurtnng the believer in 
water. Paul says, Kom. vi. 4, " There* 
fore we are buried with him by bap- 
tism ;'' Col. ii. 12, " Buried with him 
in baptism," &c. In this part of the^ 
doctrine they were agreed ; their 
preaching was pot yea and nay y or one 
saying one thing, and another contra- 
dicting him, as is the case with many in 
this day. 

4. Laying on of hands. 
This is another principle of the doc- 
trine of Christ. He laid his hands on 
little children and blessed them.^ The 
apostles laid their hands upon believers, 
that they might receive power to speak 
with tongues, prophesy, and work mir- 
acles. This power came from Christ, 
and proved that he had sent the apostles. 
This power Simon wished to buy of 
H 
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Peter. This principle of laying on of 
hands in appointing officers in the 
, church, remains to this d^y ; but not 
to confer the Holy Ghost, t6 work 
miracles. 

5. The Resurrection of the Dead. 
Thi^ is another principle of the doc- 
trine of Christ, This Christ and the 
apostles unifonanly preached. Christ 
says, John V, 29, " And shall come forth, 
they that have done good, unto the res- 
urrection of life, and they tliat have done 
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.'' 
When the apostles preached in Jerusa- 
lem, it is said in Acts iv. 2, "Being 
grieved that they taught the people, and 
preached through Jesus the resurrection 
from the dead." Tiis principle Paul 
preached at Athens. Acts xvii. 32, 
" And when they heard of the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, some mocked." The 
apostles uniformly preached this to the 
world, and their preaching was yea and 
amen. 

6. Eternal Judgment. 
This was another principle of the 
doctrine of Christ which they preached. 
By the eternal judgment is meant the. 
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final sentence which will be passed on 
the righteous and the wicked, by the 
Judge at the day of judgment^ which 
will remain forever. This Christ preach- 
ed* He says, Matth. xi. 24, But I say 
unto you, that it shall be- more tolera- 
ble for the land of Sodom in the day of 
judgment^ than for thee." Paul says;, 2 
Cor. V. 10, " For we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ." 
Peter says, 2 Pet. iii. 7, " But the heav- 
ens and the earth which now are, by the 
same word are kept in store, reserved 
unto fire against the day of judgmeni^ 
and perdition of ungodly mm." 

There is not one thing more evident 
in the Scriptures, than this kind of 
preaching ; and this is the reason why 
they agreed among themselves. Had 
each one brought a system of his own 
to preach, as man^ do in this day, their 
preiaching Would have been, as a great 
part of the preaching is at this day, yea 
and nay^ or one preaching one thing, and 
another contradicting it. 

Ministers who contradict each other, 
themselves, 0rA the scriptures too, will 
never all be considered true by the 



thinking part of the world. And minis- 
ters will never see that harmony they 
speak so much of, till they all unite to 
preach these sii principles of the doctrine 
of Clirist ; leaving' all human systems 
outy as woody hat/y and, stubble. 

MODETIN. 

For the sgn of perdition^ Anti- Christ, 
who was preached among you by us, 
even by Hie Pope and Jesuits, and the 
Clergy in general^ was not yea, but in 
him was yea and nay. 

THIS modem text contains the sub- 
stance of what Anti-Christ's n»nisters 
preach ; which is the son of perdition ; 
or doctriiies which are contrary to god- 
liness. Those who preach these d!Mr- 
trines^ preach yett and nay. This is the 
way the clei^ preach and practise ; they 
not only contradict the Scriptures, but 
they cpntradict each ^ther, and them* 
selves. In ancient times the ministers 
were divided into two classes ; Christ's - 
ministers, and Satan's ; but in thisday there 
are a number of divisions Imi^ides these# 
Men are called Roman Catholic minist^B 
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of Christ — Church of England ministers 
of Christ — Congregational ministers of 
Christ — Methodistlcal ministers of Christ 
— Baptist ministers of Christ— Z/niv^- 
salist ministers of Christ — Quaker xmn- 
istcrs of Christ — Predesfmarian minis- 
ters of Christ — Arminian ministers of 
Christ — Calvinistic ministers of Christ-^ 
Hopkinsian ministers of Christ, What 
a figure a man would make among these 
ministers were he to leave out these ad- 
verbs, and call himself nothing but a 
minister of Christy he \Yould look like a 
speckled bird, and all these birds of prey 
against him. If men are not fools they 
musit know these cannot be all right, 
though they may all be wrong. 1 his 
Is the appearance those who are called 
ministers t)f the gospel make in the pre- 
sent day. This variety of ministers be- 
longs to Antichrist's kingdom, not to 
Christ's ; and though I have no doubt 
but there are some among many of the 
Antichristiaft names, who are children 
of God ; yet I believe they are in Mys- 
TJERY Babylon, and are trading in the 
wares of that city, instead of having the 
pearl of great price — the durable riches 
H2 



of Christ, which are so valuable, that 
they would do well to sell all this Anti- 
christian woody ^hay and stubble^ for the 
merchandize of wisdom, consisting in 
goldy silver and precious stones ; or the 
pure revelation glveh by Jesus Christ 
in the New Testament, to New Testa- 
ment ministers; I believe there are some 
ministers whom God has owned, who 
believe and preach some things contrary 
to the New Testament, and yet think 
they are right, Amoog all the yea and 
nay preaching, I shall notice, what is 
called Predestination^ Calvinism^ Hop-* 
kinsianism^ and Arminianism. 
L Predestination* 
What is called Predestination in the 
present day is (if I understand it) as 
different from what is mentioned in the 
Scriptures, as infant sprinkling is differ- 
ent from believers' baptism. Modem 
Predestination appears to be this, " thajt 
God predetermined a certain numbejr 
to salvation, and others to destruction, 
before the foundation of the world;'* or 
that he has foreordained whatsoever 
comes to pass. This sentiment, according 
to the best information I can get> orig- 
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-iiiated in the brain of Mahomet y and is 
me of the six principles of the doctrine 
cf the Mahometans. His faith consisted 
^f six principles, 1. Belief Hn God. 2* 
In angels. 3. In the Scriptures. 4. 
In his prophets. 5. In the resurrection 
<tnd Judgment. 6, In God^s absolute de- 
-icrees or predesthiation. 

The doctrine of predestination, 
^* which they call orthodox, is, that 
whatsoever dMh or shall come to pass 
tn the world, whether it.be good or 
bad, proccedeth entirely from the divine 
will, and is irrevocalilv , fixed and re- 
<:orded, from all eternity, in the pre- 
Aerved table ; and that God hath secrct- 
\f pre-determined not only the adverse 
and prosperous fortune of every person 
in the world in the most minute par- 
t| culars, but also his obedience and dis- 
obedience, and consequently, his ever- 
bisting happiness or misery after death ; 
%;hich fate, or predestination, ' it is im- 
possible to avoid." Though the Ma- 
hometans believe this, yet the Koran 
«iys, " that whoever denies free-will, 
send attributes human actions to the 
93le influence of the Deity, sins against 
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religion ; and if /he persists in his errpr, 
he becomes an infidel^ and deserving^ 
death." They assert that notwith-; 
standing this, men ought to look to God- 
for illumination^ and after this every- 
one should consult his own mind, and 
do what is most prudent. It is only af- 
ter these means have been employed^ 
that human events may be attributed to 
the decrees of Heaven, to which man- 
kind ou^t ever to submit with the 
most ^unlimited resignation. Notwith- 
standing this ex pagination, almost the 
whole nation believes the principle of 
immutable destiny. Here is predestina- 
tion as it was held by Mahomet and his 
followers. This sentiment was first 
propagated by Mahomet, in the sixthi 
century. In thtnyith century a Ger- 
man monk^* by tlie name of Godeschalcus\ 
propagated a sentiment called />recfe^fma^ 
tion ; he was the first who was calledl 
a Predcstinarian. His sentiments rtaayi 
be summed up in the fcllowing partic-j 
ulars ; 1. That God had predestinatedj 
a certain part (rfthe world to salvation^ 
and the rest to damnation^ before theyj 
were created^ 2. That God predesti-| 
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nated the wicked to eternal punighment, 
in consequence of their sins, which were 
freely committed, and eternally fofe- 
seen* 3% That Christ came not to save 
aU men ; and that none shall perish for 
whom he shed his blood. 4* That since 
the fall, mankind cannot exercise free- 
will, only to do that which is evil. The 
diflfercnce between Mahomet's and Go- 
deschalcus' sentiment upon predestina- 
tioTij consists chiefly in the words they 
^«se to express their Belief; Mahomet be* 
4ieved God had predetermined every per- 
ison's state fw eternity ; so did Godes- 
^halcus. Mahomet taught that though 
this was true, yet men ought to look to 
God for direction, and then, if they sin 
^fter they know their duty, they will Jbe 
lost. Godeschalcus says, God predeter- 
mined to punish men as sinners. What 
jargon is this ! God predetermined my 
disobedience, and I act freely in perform- 
ing what he predetermined should tak^e 
p^^ and then I am punished for doing 
whaf^God meant I should do ! ! ! 
/ II. The next kind of yea and wcy doc- 
trine is what is called Calvinism : this 
may be summed up in five particulars ; 



1. That God, has chosen a certain num- 
ber in Christ to everlasting glory ; 
without the least foresight of Jaithj good 
works, or any condition performed by 
the creature ; and that the rest he was 
pleased to pass by, and ordain to eter-. 
nal wrath, to the praise of his vindictive 
justice. 2. That Jesus Christ made an 
atonement only for those chosen in him 
from all eternity. 3. That by sin we 
are made subject to death, and all mise- 
ries, temporal, spiritual, and eternal. 

4. That though these elect are all in 
Christ before the foundation of the 
world ; yet by nature they are in as bad 
a situation as those who are made for 
damnation, until God calls them out of 
that state by his word and Spirit. 

5. That those whom God calls and sanc- 
tifies shall never fall from a state of 
grace. This is true upon the plan that 
they were all safe in Christ .while child* 
ren of wrath. I cannot see much dif- 

-^ference between Mahometan prejd|sti- 
nation, and that held by Godescmlcm 
«nd Calvin. 

III. The Hopkinsian plan has this in 
it, that God has exerted his power in 
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such a manner as he purposed should be 
followed with the existence and en- 
trance oi moral evil in the system. And 
that the introduction of sin^ is, upon the 
whole, for the general good. Here is 
Mahomet^s belief under the name of 
Hopkinsianism ! iP^^^y that God pro- 
posed to have sin in the world, and that 
it is for' xhit general goody is the same as 
this ; God has for his oxvn glory fore- 
ordained whatsoever corned to pass. See 
Catechism divinity in the Primer. 

IV. The Arminian plan is » this, 
1. That God has not fixed the future 
state of men by an absolute uncon- , 
ditional decree. 2. That Christ has 
made an atonement -^ for the sins of the 
whole world; yet that none but those 
who believe in him can finally be ben- 
efited by it. 3. That mankind are i^ot 
totally depraved, and that depravity 
does not come upon them by virtue of 
Adam's being their public head. 4. That 
there is no such thing as irresistible 
gra^ce, in the conversion of sinners. 
5. That those, who are united to Christ 
by faith, may fell from their faith, and 
forfeit finally their state of grace. 
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These ^ea and nay sentiments ire em-^ 
braced by difibrent denominiaions at 
the present day, and this rnake^ the 
confusion among mimsters ; these things 
are certainly different from the doctrine 
of Christ, as mentioned before under 
anqient. I think it certain that the^ 
Mahometan predestination, embraced by 
many in this day under the name of 
Calvinism, ffopkinsianism\ '&c. leads to 
licentiousness as much as it does snxong 
the Mahometans or among the monks in 
-Germany. ^ 

Mahomet made great use of his pre- 
destination to propagate his faith. He 
encouraged his followers to jSght with- 
out fear, telling them every thing was 
predestinated, and that not only the 
time but the manner of their death was 
unalterably fixed from, all eternity* 
When people believe all is fore-ordained 
that takes place, they are encouraged in 
unbelief, saying, If I am to be saved, I 
shall be, and if not, I shall be lost. 

I here propose a question^ to be an- 
swered by the candid :— Was Mahomet 
right in believing, as many mimsters 
do, concerning predestination in this 
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day ? oc are many ministers of this day 
wrong in believing as Mahomet did con- 
cerning predestination in his day ? 

ANCIENT AND MODERN THINGS 
CONTRASTED. 

IL CONCERNING BAPTISM. 

ANCIENT. 

Then they that gladly received his word, 
werp baptized. Acts ii. 41^ 

THIS text con<i^ins the first account 
of the Conduct of believers after Christ's 
ascension to glory, and' the descent of 
the Holy Ghost* reter preached Christ's 
death and resurrection to a great Inul- 
titude, according to his master's orders ; 
those who heard were ♦''pricked in 
their heart, and cried out, Men and 
brethren, vh^t ' shall we do ?" Peter 
said, " Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you.'' Can ahy ooe think that 
those people were taught to sjuinkle 
their children? purely no. They 
gkuUy received Msf word, they believed 
k wiUi , their hearts ; they first repented 



of their sin i^n putting the Son of God to 
death. After this they received the Ho- 
ly Ghost, which made them believers, by 
which they were suitable subjects of bap- 
,tism. This was the Apostle's direction, 
" He that believeth and is baptized, shall 
be saved.*' As soon as they believed in 
Christ, they saw the propriety -of his 
commands, and loved them as his, and 
manifested their love to liim by submit-' 
ting to what he had commanded. This 
baptism was appointed by Christ for be- 
lievers to submit to, as an evidence of 
their belief in his death, burial and res- 
urrection. 

MODERN. 

Then they that ignorantly ovmedthe cm- 
enantj had their children sprinkled, 

THIS modern text contains an ac- 
count of the manner of b^iptizing among 
those who reject the Scriptures of truth. 
Those who own the covenant, " know 
not what they do." They are ignorant 
of the coyenant they pretend to own ; 
if: is an human afiair. Many have told 
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" me that the minister has told them they 
must own the covenant, after they are 
propounded, and then they may have 
their children christened ; but, say they^ 
I knew not what it meant, only that I 
must stand in the aisle as others did, and 
make a b9w or curtesy, after the minis- 
ter had read over something to me which 
he called the covenant. This is what 
some call the covenant of grace, (or, 
more properly, the cpvenant of ignor- 
ance) for after they get into this, they 
are generally confirmed in their ignor- 
ance and opposition to the gospel. Af- 
ter^ this is done, their children are 
brought in, and before the whole assem- 
bly are sprinkled in the name of the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost, and thanks 
returned to God, that another child has 
received the seal of their covenant,i 
which thing is an abomination in the 
sight of Gmi. ^ I asked a man, not long ' 
ago, why he had his children sprinkled ? 
** Why," said he, " because it is the 
f^hion." " Thi? witTiess is true," 
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Aixi as they rveni on their way, they came 
nnto a certain water; and the Eumich 
said, See here is water^ what doth hinder 
me to be baptised.^ And Philip said, If 
thou believek with all thy heart thou may^ 
est. And he answered and said, I believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God ; and 
he commanded the chariot to stand still ; 
and they went down both into the water ^ 
both Philip and the Eunuch ; and he bap- 
Used hijn. — And when they were comemp 
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
caught away Philip, thai the Eunuch 
saw him no more, and he went on his way 
- rt^oieing. ^ 

Acts viii. 36, 37, 38, 39. 

WHAT a pleasing example is here 
recorded for every gentleman and be- 
liever to imitate ; the Eunuch, a gen- 
tleman from Ethiopia, riding in his 
chariot, and at the same time taking the 
Scriptures along with him for amuse- 
mcnt, thrQugh the deserts of Gaza. 
While he read, he thought what it 
meant. An instructor was at hand by 
the name of "Philip, ^vho is invited into 



the chariot. Though he had the charge 
of all the treasures of Candace, yet, pos- 
sessing a spirit of enquiry, he was will- 
ing to receive instruction from a poor 
footman. No sooner had he received 
instruction concerning the accomplish- 
ment of an ancient prophecy, but with 
his heart tc believed it. Philip preach- 
ed to him Jesus, proclaimed him a law- 
giver, and mentioned the first command 
to all hearty believers, which was, that 
they should be immersed in water as a 
proof that they believed in the death, bu- 
rial, and resurrection of the Son of God. 
The command appeared so reasonable, 
that the believing Eunuch, so far from 
saying, " it «s iRot essential,'^ felt his 
heart fired with" love to the commander 
and command ; and, at the sight of the 
stream which flowed by the way, said, 
See, here is water, what doth hinder me 
to be baptized ? Did Philip say, If you 
will go to Jerusalem and be propound- 
ed, and own the covenant, thou mayest ? 
No. If thou believest with all thy 
heart, thou niayest. The words he 
spake proved to Philip, that his h^art 
was in the matter. . They came unto the 
12 



water, they alighted from the chariot, 
and descending "both into the gentle 
stream, he was buried with Chfist in 
baptism. Being planted in the likeness 
of his death, and raised from the water 
to walk in newness of life, they came up 
put of the water. Philip's work being 
done, the Spirit caught him away, while 
the happy Eunuch, receiving a name bet- 
ter than son or daughter, re-ascends his 
chariot, rejoicing m him whom Philip 
preached, of whom Isaiah spake, and 
David sung ; in whom " believing he 
rejoiced ;" not barely because he shared 
in his love ; bu^ in the prospect of 
spreading among the tawny race of 
Ethiopia's burning sands, the glories of 
him of^whom David said, " I will make 
mention of thee to Ethiopia ; this and 
that man was bwti there.',' What per- 
son but an enemy of Jesus will wish to 
explain away this pleasing history of the 
baptized Eunuch ? This part cpntanis 
the > example for all who believe in the 
same Chr ist. While you read this, hear 
the Saviour saying, ^* go thou and do 
likewise." 
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MODERN. 

And as ihey went on their old loay^ ihey 
came to a certain congregational meeting 
house^ and the parent said to the Parson, 
see here is water in thebason^ what doth 
hinder me to have my children christened .^ 
And hesaidy if thou art propounded^ and 
ownest the covenant^ thou mayest. And 
the parent answered (by a bow J I do. 
And he commanded the child to behrought^ ' 
and they both came to the deacon*s • seat^ 
both the Parson and theparent^ with the 
child in his arms^and when he l\ad sprink" 
^ led the childy they both went away jroin 
the bason^ and the spirit of Antichrist 
caught away the Parson up into the sa- 
cred desk, and the parent went on his way 
with the child in his arms crying* 

, CAN one thing be more opposite to 
another, than this is to what is related 
before under ancient ? Those who' prac- 
tise according to this text, go on in 
tlie old way, instead of the new and 
living way. The reason they give for 
it is, my £ither, grand-father, great- 
grand-father, great-gre.at-grand-fatherj 
practised in this way, and all the good 
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old fathers that are gone to heaven be* 
side ; and they might say', with all the 
bad old fathers^ and all the Popes and 
Jesuits in the church of Rome^ who are 
dead and gone to hell, to receive their 
^reward. This fashion of bringing child- 
p^n to the meeting hotise, I think is 
founded on two things ; first, frotn their 
bringing the male children into the 
temple* This wais a law among the Jews 

^ recorded in Leviticus 12; the male 
child was to be circumcised at eight days 
old, and in thirty three days after that, 
she was to bring the child and an offer- 
ing to the Priest, at the door of the tab- 
ernacle of the congregation ; this^al- 
m^st niak^s it a congre^tional meeting- 
house. 

^ This^ to many, amounts to a com^ 
m^nd to sprinkle children in the meet- 
ing house. Many think that Christ was 

^ brought into the temple to be circum- 
cised, but be was circumcised thirty, 
three days before he was brought into 
the temple } he was forty -one days old 
when he was brought ii>to the temple, 
From this, people are intoxicated with 
the notion of giving up their cbildrep 
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to the Lard, (that is, to the Priest) who 
is lord over men's souls. Atk>thet 
thing in favour of bringing children to 
the meeting house, is', that the church 
of Rome, that mother of this, and all 
the harlots and abominations of the 
earth, used to baptize in fonts made in 
the porches of what they called churches, 
in these they dipped the children tiU 
they changed the mode. Since that 
time the font- has become small, s con- 
sisting of a bason, 'where, instead of 
dipping the child, the priest (as he calls 
himself) dips his fingers, and lets the 
child feel the effects of his dipping. This 
owning the covenant is a plan imported 
from the church of Rome, along with 
infant baptism. ^ When \we see the 
parent coming up with the children to 
the bason, and the Parson coming down 
from the desk, does it look like Philip 
and the Eunuch ? Surely no, but like 
Popish abominations. See them part : 
the Parson moves back to his throne, 
and the little infant is carried away cry- 
ing. Every person who isf not drunk 
, with the wine of the great whore of 
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Babylon, mn^t see the folly of such con- 
duct as this. 



ANCIENT, 

And they spake unto him the word of the 
Lord^ and to all that were in his house; 
and he took them the same hour of the 
nighty and washed their stripes^ and 
was baptized^ he and all his^ straight- 
way ; and when he had brought them 
into his house^ he set meat before them^ 
and rejoiced^ believing in God with all 
his hquse. Acts xvi. 32, 33, 34, 

EVERY candjd person who reads 
and understands this account of the jail- 
er and his family, may see that tlie ar- 
guments to prove that there were in- 
fants in the family are all groundless. 
They spake to them all ; the whole 
family believed ; were baptized, and 
rtjoiced in God, Some pretend that 
they were baptized in the jail ; 1 should 
like to hear them prove it^ by some ar- 
gumcnt beside presumption. In this 
to>vn of Philippi, Paul baptized Lydia 
and her believing family in the river 
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I near where they met. One clergjrman 

who undertook tp explain away this ex- 

. pression, " he rejoiced, believing in God 

with all his house," said, that in the ori- 

I ginal it me^nt, he rejoiced believing in 

^ ; God all round the house. Another said, 

I he believed, and his house rejoiced in 

it ; but it is tiot strange that blind men 

r do not see clearly. 

MODERN. 

jind he spake the word of tradition to him, 
and not to all that were in his house; 
and he took tfiem, and sprinkled him 
and all he could in his^ house; and he 
trembled^ believing in in/ant sprinkling 
for all his children. 

EVERY person who speaks in favonr 

of infant baptism, speaks the words of 

tradition; because there is not one 

word in the Bible for it. It is tradition 

received from their .iFathers ; those cler- 

i gymen who speak of this Popish rite, do 

i not say much about it to children ; but 

to their parents, and direct them to 

bring theu* children while young to 

diis regenerating sea}^ as they call it. 

^ Sometimes the paijpnts neglect-this un- 
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commanded duty, till the children grow 
stubborn and refuse to submit to it. I 
knew one clergyman go to a house to 
sprinkle a family of children, one of the 
boys seeing\ what was going forward, ' 
dimbed up the chimney, and escaped 
out of their hands : the clergyman told 
them that as he refused the privileges 
of the; covenant, it was best to let Km 
alone^ While the parents are going 
through this operation in the broad aisle, 
they often have a trembling task to per- 
form ; but having gone through it they 
believe in it for their children, though 
often the children rtject this belief to 
their joy, atKl parents' grief. 

ANCIENT. 

The like figure whereuntq baptism doth 
also now save usy fnot the putting a- 
tv^y of the filth of the fiesn, but the 

' answer of a good conscience towards 
God J by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 1 Peter iii. 21. 

THIS figure mentioned, has reference 
to the ark in which Noah and his fami- 
ly were saved from ti\e flood, " wherein 



few, ; that is, eight souls were i^ved by 
water.*' TKe water did not save them, 
but the ark which was in the water j 
so baptism does npt saVfe the believer, 
'but Christ the ark which was in the 
water of Jordan ; the believer beipg in 
Christ is saved, and his being baptized 
or immersed in water, is to shew that 
he is in him who was baptized, even 
Christ. Noah and his family left the 
old world to go into the ark, and in the 
ark discovered the new one : so the be- 
liever leaves his old company, is "bur- 
ied by baptism," and rises to newness 
c^ life;. The Apbstle says, baptism does 
not put away the filth of the flesh, but 
answers a good conscience, because he 
does it knowing that Christ has com-*^ 
manded it, and is happy in manifesting 
his love to him by obeying his com- 
mands. Baptism saves bj^ the resur* 
rection of Christ ; when the believer is 
raised up from the water, he shews that 
his salvatipn depends on him who was 
raised from the dead, of wbkd^ baptism 
is a figure., 

K 



MODERN. 

The like figure^ namely^ circiimcisiortj 
wbereunto sprinkling doth now save 
our children^ fnot the putting away 
thejilth of their fie sh^ but the answer 
qf our conscience towards the Parson J 
by putting on them the seal of his cov^ 
i^nant. 

THIS modern text contains the be- 
lief of those who have their children 
sprinkled, they have a belief that it does 
something towards their salvation, or that 
on this account they are entitled' to sal- 
vation* Many people when their chil- 
dren are like to die will send for a minis- , 
ter to come and sprinkle them, thinking 
that the child will be lost if it is not 
christened, because the law said, those 
^ who were not circumcised should be cut 
off. This sentiment led the church of . 
Rome to make a law, that if a child was 
like to die soon aft^r it was bom ; if a 
priest could^not be obtained to christen 
it, the midwife or nurse might do it, 
rather than the child should be damned ; 
and if they could not obtain* water, they 
might use sand. l?eople who do this, 
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answer their consciences, but it is to* 
wards the minister ; it cannot be towards 
God, for God never commanded it. 
When they have done it they feel easy, 
because they have done as the minister 
said; he ^ys, baptism is' a seal of the 
covenant, and they believe it.' 

ANCIENT AND MODERN THINGS 
CONTRASTED. 



rXL CONCERNING CHURCHES. 

^ ANCIENT- 

And upon thUfock Iwill build my churchy 
ana the gates of hell shali not prevail 
agaihst At. Matt. xvi. 18. 

BY the Bock mentioned is meant 
Jesus Christ, the stone laid in Zion for a 
foundation, that whosoever believeth 
on him should not be ashamed. Christ 
is a foundation of his church as a sacri- 
fice for sin, and as king and lawgiver. 
This foundation remains unmoved, and 
will throughout all ages, world without 
end. TJie church built <5n ^is rock^ 
means the same as his kingdom. This 
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means men who are subject to his laws, 
being redeemed from among men by 
his blood. Jesus Christ has but one 
way of building his kingdom, and that- 
is the way he begun it. No natural, 
men are members of his- churcb or 
kingdom ; he says, " Except a man 
be born a^in, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God ; and except a man he^ 
bom of water and the Spirit j he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.'* To 
be born of water is a natural birth : all 
children are bom of water, as every 
person must know if he considers the 
riature of it. To be bom of tlie Spirit - 
is to ht brought out of darkness into 
marvellous light, by the Spirit of God, 
' and by that to be made a spiritual man. 
Whenever a man believes in Christ 
with all his heart, and submits to him, 
bowing his knee at his namc;^ he is in 
his kingdom. Submission to Christ 
makes him a member of his kingdom ; 
yet he does not manifest himself to the 
world as a member of Christ's king^ 
dom, only by submitting to the laws 
given by Christ, for every one to obey 
who is bom again, The first law given 



to a i^erson bom again, is bi 
This is ihe first thing Christ requ 
a believer, and he does not req.uii 
any others. This is to shew tli 
son's faith in Christ's deaths buri 
resurrection ; that he is dead to s 
ried to it, and risen to newness < 
and that he rs devoted to him onlj 
this be shews that he believes 
though his body n^ust die ; y 
King will raise it up again at tl 
day : by baptism he puts on Chri 
namejs his name, declaring him 
be for the Lord and no other, 
says, Gal. iii. 27, " For as many .< 
as have been baptized unto Chris 
put on Christ/' In this way 
built his church in the days oi th( 
ties ; they called on men to repei 
promised them the Holy Ghostj 
consequence of repentance. Hav: 
. love of God in their hearts by th' 
Ghost, they continued stedfastl]j 
apostles' doctrine, in fellowship, ill 
ing bread, and prayers. J 

Their form of doctrine and j 
government is contained 
Testament. Those only 
K2 
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church who are buijt in this way. 
Though a person is a member of Christ*s 
kingdom when he believes on him, ot 
is born of the Spirit 5 yet he does not 
manifest himself tp the world as a mem^ 
ber of his kingdom, unless he is buried 
with him in baptism, and walks in new. 
ness erf" life. |t is thought by niany 
that the New Testament is not ^ suffi- 
cient rule to walk by, unless there igj 
son^e platform, creed^^ or covenant be* 
sides; if it is not, then this kingdom is 
impprfectj, and is dependent on some of» 
the subjects for part of the laws to gov- 
&^ iU Supposing that after the con- 
stitution and' laws of this State were 
completed, 3om<f one should say, This 
is not enough, we must have a parti* 
cu)air platform drawn from this, for 
each town tp be regulated by : What 
would be the consecjuence I Surely it 
would be con/usiofiy and e^ery evil work. 
Tihiis is the consequence concerning plat- 
forms. In die days of the apostles, the. 
qhurclies had on^ uniform rule of faitlv 
Tliey continuedi sjtedfast in tl^e apostles* 
doctrine. As soon as this was left, and 
(fmfpmpnsi of faiths cr^^ds^ ^ndplaijbrms^ 
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were introduced, divisions and conten* 
tions were the unavoidstble consequences 
of it. All that is needful now, i», to lay 
aside all these weights, and take the New 
Testament as a rule in . every thing ; 
then, and never till then, shall we see 
ministers and churches, united. 

Jesus Christ says in the tea^t, The 
gates of hell shall not {H^vail 'against his 
church, built on this^ rock. By the 

gates of hell are tneant the powers of 
ell and earth combined against his 
kingdom. The doctrine and laws of 
Christ's church have remahied almost 
eighteen hundred years^ and are the 
same now as ever. £very plan has 
been laid to overthrow it, that wicked 
men and devils could invent ; yet it 
remains to this day, as a most astonish* 
ing proof, of the truth of what; Christ 
said. Every kingdom, state, town, 
church, or individual, who has opposed 
this kingdom, has been broken. There 
are soihe, I believe, who are bom again, 
who feej afraid of being prevailed 
against, of broken up. The reason of 
thifi'-is, they are sensible that in their 
Itnanner of church building/ they have 
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something unscriptural, or else, that 
they arc not willing to conform to a 
scripture rule. The fact is this, those 
who think they are near the New Testa- 
ment rure, have something besides that 
rule which they hold dear, and when 
they say they are afraid their church will 
be broken up^ they mean they are afraid 
that which they hdd, which is riot found 
in the Scriptures, will be rejected. This 
is the way som^ of the Baptist churches 
stand in this day, though tfiey are near- 
er to the rule than others as to many 
things ; yet there are five things in 
which they are unscriptural : 1. In their 
name. 2. In their manner of constitut- 
ing churches. 3. In their manner of 
ordaining and supporting ministers. 4. 
In their niaj;iner of associating churches. 
5. In some parts of the 4octrines held 
by them. 

MODERN. 

And upon our Platforms have we built 
our churches, and the gates of heaven 
prevail against us* „ i 

THE word platform significis the 

model or pattern of a thing, when ap- 
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plied to things of this world ; but r when 
a platform is mentioned to build churclies 
upon, it metos something contrary to 
the Scriptures. Platforms^ creeds^ cove- 
nantSj and articles of faith^ are all alike 
un&criptural. It may be said oi plat* 
forms^ as Moses said of the gods lsra<;l 
worshipped, after they forsook the true 
one. He said they served gods which 
came newly up ; they could not be good 
ones, for they came the wrong way,' 
they came up : had they been the right 
sort, they would have come dorwn m- 
stead oi up. So it is with platforms ; 
they came newly up out of the braiiii^ 
of men who rejected the scriptures. 

^\i\^ platform fashion was invented at 
Jtome^ where the mother of these abom* 
inations lives. From Rome the fashion 
has spread and varied, according to the 
climate of fancy where people live. 
The platform of the church of Rome 
placed the power on the bisKop's shoul- 
der, and considered him infallible, so 
that he may make; any law he pleases, 
and his siibjects are obliged to submit 
to it. The platform of the church of 
England^ makes the king the head of 
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"the church; so tlmt when the king 
dies, the church los^s her old head, and 
then has a new head on an old body. 
Though the king thinks he is head of 
the church ; yet the bishop has the 
power of crowning him. According 
to this, the church and head are de- 
pendant on the bishop, which makes 
him the POPE of England, in disguise. 
According to this platform, a late *wri- ' 
ter was not far from -truth as some 
think, when he praised the British Con- 
stitution as a ma^rly . performance of 
the human mind. I believe the devil 
himself never contrived a plan more 
completely calculated to bind men, soul 
and body, than tins platform does. Tl^ 
bishop rules the king, the king rules 
the parliament, part of the parbament, 
(the lords temporal) see that laws are 
made to command the bodies and purs- 
es of the people. The lords spiritual, 
(the bishops who in parliament represent 
the church) make laws, to keep the peo- 
ple's souls in subjection to their spiritual 
rulers ; so that between the upper 7wt7/- 
stone of clerical oppression^ and the lower 
one of civil tyranny ^ the common people 
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are ground as flat as a board nail^ when 
it goes through a grist-mill. 

The Presbyterian platform places the 
power in the Presbytery and ruling 
elders, and in a Synod of Divines, as 
thiey arc called* Their platform is aris- 
tocratical. The Congregational plat* 
form places the power m the whole 
church, who in (his countiy have a 
Parson^ as he is called. A Parson sig- 
nifies one in wh6m the whole church is 
presented ; so that when you see the 
Parson^ you see the whole church. 
What he says, the church says : If he 
saj^s. Open the me^tinj^ house, it is the 
voice of the church ; if he says, Bhut 
it, this is the voice of the whole. Were 
this word spelt a little different, it would 
be nearer the thing than it is now. In- 
stead of P-a-r-s-o-n, should it be spelt 
P-o-p-e, it would then spell what it 
means. 

£very unscriptural denomination has 
an unscriptural plan of church building, 
and this is the reason why the Baptists, 
(who are nearer to the Scriptures as to 
baptism than any other denomination) 
have an unsqriptui^l platform. Their 



platforms are what they call their arti- 
cles, or confession of faith ; these differ 
one from another. The churches do 
not all have platforms alike ; every min« 
ister can make a platform to jdease 
himself. I do not know of one denom* 
ination in this country tliat is $o di- 
vided in sentiment, as the Baptists. The 
reason of it is, because they are nearer 
to the rule than the other denominations, 
as to the persons who compose the 
church, and the manner of baptizing. 
The denomination will finally come to 
an end, with all the rest ; for there is 
no such denoniination as Baptists men- 
tioned in the Scriptures, any more than 
there are CongregationalistSt or Presby* 
terians. All the baptists believe, which 
is scripture, will stand. It is astonishing 
to see the contest there has been in the 
two Baptist churches in Boston within 
a few months past^ on accouilt of their 
MMcriptural platforms. The old plat- 
forms which the two churches were 
built upon lasted above an hundred 
years, but being made of wood^ they 
grew rotten. These platforms agreed 
with the platforms of the churches 



whicfa compoaed the Warren Associa- 
lioi}. One of these cfain*ches has made 
a WW p^tform, very different from 
tile old one, which held particular 
Election. This new one does not men- 
tion the word Election^ So that the 
first Baptist church is liable to be c^ed 
to an account bjr the Association for 
making a new platform, contrary to 
the one which the Association has re- 
ceived. As near as I can miderstand, 
the platform business in the two 
churches stands here : The platf(»*ms 
do not agree with the sentiments of 
the ministers; the platforms contradict 
each other, and the Bible too. Now, 
if they would but throw away these 
unscriptural things, and walk accord- 
ing to the divine rule, peace would be 
unto them. Every denomination who 
build on platforms have in their turn 
cried out. You are breaking up our 
churches. I am scmy the Baptists have 
learnt this old song; sun? to the tune 
of Jargon^ and that they begin to sing 
this inharmonious sound, if we have 
the troth on our side» we cannot be 
broken up ; if we have not. we cannot 
L 



hold together. ' The gates of heaven 
will certainly prevail against those who 
build on platforms^ instead of the rock 
Christ. I believe the time is come, 
when God is shaking the heavens ^ earthy 
sea^ and dry land ; ^wd every thing 
wh<|ch is contrary to the Scriptures in 
the Baptist churches, will be shaken, as 
well as in other churches. 



A SERMON, 

ON THE SACRED IMPORT OF THE WORD 
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New-Jeney.* 



MERE names are empty sounds, and 
but of little consequence : and yet it 
miist be owned there are names of hon- 
our and significancy; and, when they 
are attended with the things signified 
by them, they are of great and sacred 
importance. Such is the Christian 
name ; a name about seventeen hundred 
years old. And now, when the name 
is almost lost in party-distinctions, and 
the thing is almost lost in ignorancej 
error, vice, hypocrisy, and formality, it 
may be worth our while to /Consider the 

*TUt Sermon agrees to maefai with my hellef of the niime'* 
Christian, that I cannot express my mind better than Mr. Oa- 
vies has for me. This sermon -will sheivi Umt 1 am not alone 
in rejectikig ail party n^mes, for the name of Christ only. I 
thought of abridging it ; bat I caimot find what to leaye* out, 
Che whole is so good. 



original import of that sacred naiiie, as a 
proper expedient to recover both name 
and thing. 

The name of Christian was not 'the 
first by which the followers of Christ 
were distinguished. Their enemies cal« 
led them &ililetns, Nazarenes^ and oth* 
GT names of cbnteihpt : and among them- 
selves they were called Saints, fix)m 
their holiness r Disciples, from their 
learning their relij^on from Christ as 
theur teacher ; Believers, from their be* 
lievlng in hha as the Messiah ; and 
Brethren, from their mutual lov^and 
their relation to Cod and each other. 
But after some time they were distin« 
eubhed by the name of Christians* 
This thw first received il^ Anti<x:h, an 
heathen^city, a city infamous for all 
manner of vice and debauchery ; a cit^ 
that had its name from Antiochus £pi» 
jphanes, the bitterest enemy the chunc^ 
of the Jews ever had. A city very rich 
and powerful, from whence the chris- 
tian name would have an e^teh$ive 
circulation ; but it is long smce laid in 
ruin, unprotected by that sacred name ; 
in such a city was- Christr pleased to con* 
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!er his name upon his followers : and 
you eannot but sqe that the very choice 
of the place discovers hb wisdom, grace, 
and justice. . 

The original word, which is liere ren- 
dered co/A^, seems to intimate,' that they 
were called christians by divine appoint- 
ment, for it generally signifies an oracu- 
lar iK)mination, or a declaration from 
Ood; and to this purpose it is gene- 
rally translated. Hence it follows, that 
the very name Christian, as well as the 
thing, was a divine original ; assum^ed 
not by a private agreement of ihe dis- 
ciples amofxg themselves, but by the 
appointment of God. And in this view 
it is a remarkable accomi^lishment of an 
old prophecy of Isaiah,, chapter Ixii. 2. 
The Gentiles shall see thy righteousness^ 
and all Kings thy glory y and thou shalt 
be caUedby a new name^ which the mouth 
of the Lord shall name. So Isaiah Ixv. 
15. The Lord shall call his servants by 
anothername. 

This name was at first confined to 
few t but it soon had a surprisingly ex- 
tensive propagation through the world. 
In many countries, indeed/ it was lost, 
L 2 
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and miserably exchanged for- that of 
Heathen, Mahometan, or Mussehnen. 
Yet the European nation^ still retain the 
honor of wearing it. A .feew scat- 
tered Christians^ ^ie also still to be 
found here and there in Asia and A(^ 
rica, though crushed under the oppress 
sions of Mahometans and Pagans. This 
name has likewise crossed the wide ocean 
to the wilderness of America, and is worn 
by the sundry European colonies oh 
tnis continent. We, in particular, call 
ourselves Christians, and * should take 
it ill to be denied the honour of that 
distinction. But do we not know the 
meaning and sacred import of that 
name ? 0o we not know what it is to 
be Christians indeed f That is, to he 
in reality what we are in name : cei^ 
tainly it is time for us to consider thp 
-matter ; and it is my present design that 
we should do so. ^ 

Now we HHiy consider this name in 
various views : particularly as a name 
of ^stinction from the rest of the world, 
who know not the Loid Jesus^ or re- 
ject him as an impostor ; a$ a pa- 
tronymic name, pointing o^t the Father 
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and FoHtidcr of our holy religion and 
the Christian church ; as a badge of our' 
relation to Chrbt as his servants, his 
children, his bride ; as intimating our 
unctioii by the holy spirit, or our being 
the subjects of his influences; as Christ 
tvas anointed' by the holy spirit, or re« 
plenished with his gifts above measure 
(for you are to observe Aat anointed h 
thei^nglish of the Gree^isname Christy 
and of the Hebrew, Messiah ••) and as a 
naihe of apfn'opriation, signifying that we 
are the property of , Christ, and his pe- 
culiar people. Each of these particu- 
lars might be profitably illustrated. But 
my present design confines me to con- . 
sider the Christian name only in two 
views ; namely, as a catholic name, in- 
tended to "^ buxy all party denomina- 
tions ; and as a name of obligation up-" 
on all that wear it to t>e Christians in^ 
deed, oc to form their temper and prac- 
tice, upon the sacred nuxlel of Christ- 
ianity. 

L Let us consider die Christian name 
as a catholic name, intended to bury all 
party denominations* 

1 he name GentUe was odious to the 



Jews, atid the name Jew was odious to 
the GentUes. The name Cjjristian swal- 
lows up both in one common and a- 
greeable appellation. He that hath ta« 
ken down the partition- wall, has taken 
away partition-names, and united all his 
followers in his own name, as a com- 
mon denomination. For now, says Paul^ 
there is neither Greek fior JeWy circum^ 
cision nor uncircumcision, barbarian^ ^cy- 
thiany bond fior free; but Christ is all 
and in all. Col. iii. 11. Andy^ are all 
one in Christ Jesus. Gal. Hi. 28. Accord- 
ing to a prophecy of Zechariah, The 
Lord shall be king over all the earth; 
and in that day there shall be one Lordy 
and his name one.. Zcch. xiv. 9. 

It is but a due honor to Jesus Christi 
the founder of Christianity, that all v/ho 
profess his religion should wear his naihe; 
and they pay an extravagant and even 
idolatrous compliment to his subordi- 
nate officers and ministers, when they 
take their denomination from them. 
Had this humour prevailed in the 
primitive church, instead of the com* 
mon name Christians, there; would have 
been as many party names as there 
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were apostles or eminent ministers. 
There ivould have been Paulites from 
•Riul ; Peterites from Peter ; Johnite^ 
from John ; Bamabites from Barnabas, 
dec. Paul took pains to crush the iir^ 
risings of this party spirit in those 
churches which he planted ; particularly 
in Corinth, where it most prevailed. 
While they were saying, I am of Paul; 
end 1 0/ ApoUos ; and 1 of Cephas ; and 
I if Christy he puts this pungent ques- 
tion to them : " Is Christ dil^ided T Are 
hb servants the ringleaders of so many 
parties? Was Pkiil crucified for youf 
or were ye baptized in or into the 
tiame of Paul, that ye should be so fond 
to take your name from him? He 
counted it a happiness that providence 
had directed: him to such a conduct as 
gave no umbn^ of encouragement to 
such a humour. / thank God^ says he, 
that I baptized Hone of you^ but Crispus 
and Oaius: lest any should take occa* 
sion to say, I baptized into my awn 
nqme^ and was gathering a party \ for 
myself, i Cor. i. 12—15. 

But alas ! how little has this convictive 
reasoning of the apostle been regarded 
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in the future ages of the church ? What 
an endless variety of denominaticHis 
taken from some men of character, or 
from some little peculiarities, has pre- 
vailed^ in the christian ivorld, and 
crumbled it to pieces, while the chris* 
tian name is hardly regarded? Not to 
take notice of Jesuits, Jansenists, Ddmin« 
icans, Franciscans, and other denomi- 
nations and orders in the popish churchy 
where, having corrupted the thing, 
they act very consistently to lay aside 
the name, wnat party-names have been 
adopted by the protestant churches, 
whose religion is substantially the same 
common Christianity, and who agree in 
much more important articles than in 
those they diflfer ; and who therefore 
might peaceably unite under the com- 
mon name of Christians? We h^ve 
Lutherans, Calvinists, Arminians, Zu- 
inglians, Churchman, Presbyterians, in- 
dependents, Baptists, and a long list of 
names which I cannot now enumemte. 
To be a Christian is not enough now-^- 
days, but a man must also be something 
more and better ; that is, he must be a 
strenuous bigot to this or that particular 
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ehurcfa. But where is the re&son or 
jMropriety of this? I may indeed believe 
the same things which Luther or Calvin . 
believed ; but I do not believe them on 
the authority of Luther or Calvin, but 
upon the sole authority of Jesus Christ, 
atid therefore ,1 should not call myself 
by their name, as one of their desciples, 
but by the' name of Christ, whom alone 
I acknowledge as the Author of my 
religiort, and my. only master and Lord. 
If I learn my religion from one of, these 
great men, it is indeed proper I should 
assume their name. If I learn it from a 
parliament or convocation, and make 
their acts and cations the Tule and 
ground of my faith, then it is enough 
for me to- be of the established religion, 
be that what it will: I may with pro- 
priety be called a mere conformist ; that 
IS 'my highest character: but I cannot 
be properly called a christian ; fpr a 
christian learns his religion, not from acts 
of parfiament or from the determinations 
of councils, but from Jesiis Christ and 
his gospel. 

To guard against mistakes on this 
head^ I would observe that every man 



has a natural atid legal right to jvtdp^ 
and choose for hiipsclf in matttn^ of re«r 
lig^on ; and that is a mean supple soul 
indeedy and utterly careless about 9II 
religi(Hi9 that ma%es a compliment of 
this right to any man^ or body of mtn 
upon esfcthy whether pope, king,, par^ 
liaihent, convocation, or synod. In 
the exercise, of this right, and searching 
for himself, he will find that he agrees 
more fully in lesser as well as more im. 
portant articles with some particvlaf 
church than others ; and thereupon it 
is his duty to join in stated communion 
with that church ; and 1^ may, if ho 
pleases, assume the name which that 
church wears, by way of di5tinctic»i> 
from others: this is not what I C(mi» 
demn. But for me to glory in the. 
denomination of any particular c^urch^ 
as my highest character ; lo lay mpi^i 
stress upon the name of a presbyteriwi 
or a churchman, than on the $acied 
name of christian; to make a piinctl-> 
lious agreement with my sentiments m 
the little peculiarities of a party thc^ tesfe 
of all religion ; to make it the object of 
my zeal to gain proselytes to sQm« qUiei! 



than the christiaki name ; to connive at 
the faults of those of ray own party, 
and to be blind to the good qualities of 
others, or invidously to misrepresent 
or dimmish them ; these are the things 
which deserve universatl condemnation 
from God and man ; these proceed from 
va spirit of bigotry and &ction, direcdy 
opposite to the generous catholic spirit 
of Christianity, and subv^^ive of iu And 
yet how common is this spirit among 
all denominations i And what mischief 
has it done in the world I Hence pro- 
ceed cqptentions and animosities, un- 
charitable suspicions and censures, slan- 
der and detraction, partiality and unrea- 
sonable prejudices, a^ a hideous group 
olr evils, which I cannot now describe. 
This spirit also hinders the progress 
of serious practical religion, by turning 
the attention of men from &e great 
concerns of ^emity, and the essentials 
of Christianity, to^ vain jangling and con- 
test about circumstances and tnfles. 
Thus the christiaiu is swallowed up in 
the partisan, and fundamentals lost in 
extra-essentials* 

My Brethren, I would now warn ypn 
, M ' ' 



against this wretched ftiischievous spirit 
of party, I would not have you en- 
tirely sceptical and undetermined even 
about the smaller points of religion, 
the modes and forms, which arc the 
matters of contention between different 
churches ; nor would J have you quite 
indifierent what particular church to 
join with in stated comitiunion. Endea- 
vour to find out the truth, even in 
these circumstantials, at least so far as 
is necessary for the direction of your 
own conduct* But do not ' make these 
the whole or the principal part of your 
religion : do not be excessivei}'^ zealous 
about them, nor break the peace of the 
church by magisterially imposing them 
upon others. ' * Hast thou faith in these 
little disputables,' It is well ; * but have 
it to thyself before Grod,' and do. not 
disturb others with it. You may, if 
ycwj please, call yourselves prcsbyterian^ 
and dissenters, and you shall bear with- 
out shame or resentment all the names 
of reproach and contempt which the 
world may brand you with. But, as 
you should not be mortified on the one 
side, so neither should you glory on -the 



135 

other. A christian ! a chriktian ! let 
that be your highest distinction ; let 
that be the name which you labour to 
deserve. God forbid that my ministry 
should be the occasion of diverting' your 
attention to anv thing else. But I am 
so happy that I can appeal to yourselves, 
whether I have during sev€;ral years of 
my ministry among you, laboured to 
instil into you the principles of bigotrj% 
and make you warm proselytes to a 
party : or whether it has not been the 
great object of my zeal to inculcate upon 
you the grand essentials of our ,hoIy 
religion, and make you siocere practical 
christians. Alas ! my dear people, un- 
less I succeed in this, I laboilr to very 
little purpose, though I should presby • 
terianize the whole colony. 

Calumny and slander,, it is hoped, 
have by this time talked themselves out 
of breath ; and the lying Spirit may be 
at a loss for materials to form a popular 

Elausible £dsehood, which is likely to 
e credited where the dissenters are 
known. But you have heard formerly, 
and some of you may stiH hear strange 
and uncommon i|urmise9, wild conjee- 



tures, and mo^t dismal insinuations. But 
if you would know the truth at once, 
if you would be fully informed by one 
that best knows what religion I am of, 
I will t^U you' (with Mn Baxter) * I 
am a christian, a mere christian ; of no 
other relirion : my church is the christ- 
ian church.' The Bible ! the Bible ! 
is my religion ; and if I am a dissent- 
er, I dissent only from knodes and forms 
of religibn which I cannot find in my 
Bible ; and which therefore I conclude 
have nbthing to do with religion, mucli 
less should they be made terms of 
christian communion, since Christ, the 
only lawgiver of his church,, has not 
made them sucb« Let this' congrega<f 
tion be that of a christian society, 
and I little csarc what other name it 
wears. Let it be a little Antioch, where 
the followers of Christ shall be distin- 
guished by their old catholic name, 
Christians. To bear and deselrve this 
character, let this be ^ur ambition, this 
our labour. Let popes pronounce, and 
councils decree what they please ; let 
statesmen and ecclesiastics prescribe what 
to believe : as for us, let us study our 
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Bibles : let us learn of Christ ; and if 
we are not dignified with the smiles, or 
enriched yv'ith the emoluments^ of an 
establishment, we shall hiavc his appro- 
bation, who is the only Lord and Sov- 
ereign of the realm of conscience, and 
by whose judgment we must staiid 4)r 
fall for ever. \ 

But it is time for me to proceed to 
consider the other view of the christian 
name, on which I intend principally to 
insist ; and that is, 

II. As a name of obli^tion upon ^1 
that wear it to be christians indeed, or 
to form their temper and practice upon 
tlie sacred model of Christianity. The 
prosecution of this subject will lead me 
to answer this important inquiry, What 
is it to be a Christian ? 

To be a christian, in the popular and 
fashionable sense, is no ^difficult or ex- 
cellent thing. It is to be baptized, to 
{)rofess the christian religion, to believe, 
ike our neighbours, that Christ is the 
Messiah, and to attend upon public wor- 
ship once a week, in some church or 
other that bears only the christian name. 
In this sense a man may be a christian, 
M2 
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and yet be habitually^careless about eter- 
nal things ; a christian, and yet fall short 
of the morality of many of the heathens ; 
a christiani and yet a drunkard, a swear* 
cr, or a slave to soine vice or other; 
a christian, and yet a wilful impenitent 
offender against God and man. To be 
a christian in this sense is no high char- 
acter ; and, if thb be the whole of chris- 
tiaqity, it is vexy little matter whether 
the world be christianized Or not. But 
is this to be a christian in the onginal 
and proper sense of. the word? No ; 
that is something of a very difierent and 
superior kind. To be a christian in- 
deed, is the highest character and digni« 
ty of which the human nature is capable: 
it is the most excellent thing that ever 
adorned our world : it is ^ thing that 
Heaven itself bdiolds with approbation . 
and delight. 

To be a christian is to be like unto 
Christ, from wJbom the name is taken : 
it is to be a fdlpwer Bfnd imitator of him ; 
to be possessed of his spnit and temper ; 
and to live as he lived in the world : it is 
to have those just, exalted, and divine no- 
tions of God and divine things, and that 
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just and full ^ew of our duty to God 
and man, which Christ t^aught : in short, 
It is to have our sentiments, our temper, 
and practice ftmned upon the sacred 
model of the gospeh Let me expatiate 
a little upon this amiable character. 

1* To be a christian, is to depart from 
iniquity. To this the name obliges iis ; 
and without this we have no title to the 
name ; Z»et every one that nameth the 
name of Christy depart from iniquity^ 
2 Tim. ii. 19 ; that is, let him depart 
from iniquity, or not. dare to touch that 
jsacred name. Christ was perfectly free 
from sin ; he was holy^ harmless^ unde' 
fiedj and separate from sinners* His fol- 
lowers also shall be perfectly free from 
sin in a little time ; ere long jhey wiHen* 
te-r into the pure regions of pedect }ioli« 
ness,and will drop all their sins, with their 
mortal bodies, into the grave, But this^ 
alas 1 is not their character in the present 
state, but the remains of sin still cleave to 
them. Yet, even in the present state, they 
are labouring after perfection in holiness. 
Nothing can satisfy them until xhsfy are 
conformed to the image ^ God's dear 
"Son. They are hourly conflicting wit^ 
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every temptation, and vigorc^qsly re 
sistihg every iniquity in its most allur- 
ing forms. And though sin is perpet. 
ually stiniggting for the mastery, and 
sometimes in an iiladvertant hour; gets 
.an advantage over them, yet, as they 
are not under the law, but under grace, 
they are assisted with recruits of grace, 
so that no sin has any habitual domin- 
ion over them. Rom. vi. 14. Hence 
they are free from the gross vices of the 
age, and aire men of good morals. This 
is their habitual universal character; 
and to pretend to be christians without^ 
this requisite, is the greatest absurdity. 

What then shall we think of the 
drunkpn, ^wearing, debauched, defrauds 
ing, rakish,^ profligate, profane christ, 
ians, that have over-run the Christ- 
ian world ? can there by a greater 
contradiction? ^ loyal subject in arms 
against his sovereign, an ignorant schol- 
ar, a sober drujnkard, a charitable miser, 
an lionest thief, ^is not a greater absur- 
dity, or a more direct dontradiction. 
To depart from iniquity is essential to 
Christianity^ and wiUiout it, there can 
be up such thing. There Was nothing 
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that Christ was so remote from as sin ; 
and therefore for tSaose that indulge 
tiiemsclves in it to wear his, name, ia^ 
just as absurd and ridiculoids as for a^ 
coward to denominate himsetf fr^a 
Alexander the Great, or m ilUtCTate 
dunce to call liimself a Newtoniaii phi- 
losophen Therefore, if you will ndt 
renounce inimity, renounce the christ- 
lan name i for you cannot consistently 
retain, both. Alexander had a fellow iii 
ius Bxmy d^t was of bis - own name, 
but a mere coward. " Either be Hte 
ifne," says ^Alexander , " or lay aside my 
name."^ Ye servaiits or sin, it is in vair> 
for you to wear ihc name of Christ, it 
renders you the more ridiculous, and 
Aggravates your guilt : you may with a§ 
much proprietjc call yourselves lords, x^ 
dukes, , or kings, as christians, whil^ 
you are so ilnlike to Christ. His mm^ 
is a sarcasm, a reproach to you, and ypu 
are a scandal to his name. His nam^ 
is blasphemed among the Gentiles through 
you. 

2. To be a christian is to deny your- 
selves and take up the cross, and follow 
Christ. These are Ac terms of disci- 
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pleship fixt by Christ himself. He said 
to them all^ If ant/ man will come after 
mej let him deny himself and take up his 
cross daily ^ and follow me. Liike ix. 23. 
To deny ourselves is to abstain from the 
plc;asures of sin, to moderate our sensual 
Appetites, to deny our own interest for * 
the sake of Christ, and in short, to sacri- 
fice every thing inconsistent with our 
duty to him, when these come in com- 
^petition. To take up our cross, is to 
bear sufferings, to encounter difficulties, 
and break through them all ip ' imitation 
of Jcsusi Christ, and for his sake* To 
follow him, is to trace his steps, and 
imitate his example, whatever it cost us. 
But this observation will coincide with 
the next head, and therefore I now dis- 
miss it. These, Sirs, and these only are 
th^ terms, if you would be christians, 
or tlie disQiples of Christ. These he 
honestly warned mankind of when he 
first called them to be his disciples. He 
did not take an advantage of them, but 
let them know before hand upoi) what 
* terms they were admitted. He makes 
this declaration in the midst^ of a great 
crowd, in Luke xiv. 25, &c. There went 
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a great multitude with him^ fond of be- 
coming his followers : but he turned^ and 
said unto them^ifanyman come to me and 
hate not his father and mother ^ and wife 
qnd children^ and sisters^ t/etiy and his own 
life dlso^ he cannot be fny disciple. By 
hating is here meant a smaller degree of 
love, or a comparative hatred ; that is, if 
we would be Christ's disciples, we must 
be willing to part with our dearest i^la- 
tion3, and even our lives, when we can- 
not retain them consistently with our 
duty to him. He goes on : Whosoever 
does not bear his cross^ and encounter the 
greatest sufferings after my example can- 
not, be my disciple* The love of, Christ 
is the ruling passion of every true chris- 
tian, and for his sake he is ready to give 
up all, and to suflFer all that earth or hell 
can inflict. He must run all risks, and 
cleave to his pause at all adventures. 
This is the essential character of every 
true christian. 

What then shall we think of those 
crowds among us who retain the chris- 
tiaa name, and yet wiil not deny them- 
selves of theii* sensual pleasures, nor part 
with their temporal interest for the sake 



of Christ I Who are so far from being^ 
trilling to lay dow» their lives that they 
cannot stand the force of a laugh or a 
sneer in the causa of religion^ but im- 
mediately stumble and fall away ? or, 
are they christians, whom the com- 
mands of Christ cannot restrain from 
what their depraved hearth desire ? No ;, 
a christian,, without self-denial, morti- 
fication, azid a supreme love to Jesus 
Christ, is as great a contradiction as fire 
without heat, or a sun without light,, 
an hero without courage, or a friend 
without love. And does not this strij> 
isome of you of the christian name, and 
prove that you haVe no title at all to 

3. I have repeatedly observed, that ^ 
true christian must be a follower or imi- 
tator of Christ. £e yefoUowers of mey 
says St. Paul, as J also am of Christ. 
' 1 Cor. xi. 1. Christ is the model after 
whom every christian is formed ; for^, 
says St, Peter, h^ left us an example that 
we shouldfoll&w his steps. 1 Pet. ii. 21. 
St. Paul tells us, that xve must be conform- 
ed to the image ofGod^s dedr Son^ Rom. 
viii. 29^ and that the same mind must be 
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in i/|. which was also in Christ Jesus, 
Philj. ii. 5*; unless we partake of his 
spirit, and resemble him in practice ; 
unless we be as. he was in the world, we 
have no ri^t to partake of hiS name. , 

Here I would observe, that what was 
miraculous in our Lord's conduct, and 
peculiar *to him as the Son of God and 
Mediator, is not a patte]::n for our imi- 
tation, but only what was done in obe* 
dience to that law of God which was 
commcm to him and us. His heart 
glowed with love to his Father, he de- 
lighted in universal obedience to him; 
it was his meat and his drink to do his 
will, even in the most painful and self- 
denying instances}' he abounded in de- 
votion, in prayer, meditation, fastii^, 
and eveiy religious duty. He was also 
full <rf every grace and virtue towards 
mankind: me^k and lowly, kind and 
benevdent, just zn4 charitable, merciful 
and , compassi(»)&te ; a dutiful son, a 
loyal subject, a faidiful friend, a good 
master, and an active, use&l, puJUiic* 
spbited member €# society. He was 
patient and i^signed, and yet undaunted 
and brave under sulferings : he had aJl 
• N 
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his Appetites and passions under proper 
government, he was heavenly-minded, 
above this world in heart while he 
dwelt in it. Beneficence to the souls 
and. bodies of men was the business of 
his life ; for he went about doing gooif. 
Acts X. 38. l*his is an imperfect sketdh 
of his amiable (Character; and in these 
things every one that deserves to be 
call^ after his name, does in some 
measure ^resemble and imitate him. 
This is not only his earnest endeavour, 
but what he actually attains, though in 
a much inferior degree ; and his imper- 
fections are the grief of his heart. This 
resemblance and imitation of Christ is 
essential to the very bein^ of a christian, 
and without it, it is a vain pretence. 
And does your Christianity, my breth- 
ren, stand this test ? may one know that 
you belong to Christ by your living like 
him, and discovering the same temper 
and spirit? Do the manners of the 
divine Master spread through aU his 
family ; and do you «hew tluit you be- 
long to it by your temper and conduct? 
Alas! if you must be denominated 
from hence, would not some of you 
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with mofe propriety be called Epicu- 
reans from Epicurus, the sensual Atheis- 
tic philosopher, or ^ Mammonites from 
Mammon, the imaginary god of riches, 
or Bacchanals from Bacchus, the god of 
wine, than Christians from Christ, the 
most perfect pattern of living holiness 
and vittue that ever was exhibited to 
the world ? 

If you claim the name of Christians, 
where is that ardent devotion, that afr 
fectionate love to God, that zeal for 
his glory, that alacrity in his service, 
that resignation to his will, that gene-, 
rous benevolence to mankind, that zeal 
to promote their best interests, that 
meekness and forbearance under ill usage, 
that unwearied activity in doing good to 
all, that self-denial and heavenly mtnded- 
ness which shone so conspicuous in 
Christ, whose holy name you- bear ? A- 
las ! while you are destitute of those 
graces, and yet wear his name, you bur- 
ksque it, and turn it into a reproach both 
to him and yourselves. 

I might add, that the christian name 
is not hereditary to you by your natural 
birth, but you must be bom anew oi 



the spirit to entitle you to this new^ 
name ; that a christian b a Believer^ 
believing in Him after whom he is call- 
ed as his only Saviotir and Lord, and 
that he is a true penitent. Repentance 
was incompatible with Christ's charac- 
ter, who was perfectly righteous, and 
had no sin of which to repent ; but it is 
a proper l^irtue in a sinner, without 
which h^ cannot be a christian* On 
these and several, other particulars X 
might enlarge, but my time will not al- 
low ; I shall therefore conclude with a 
few reflections. 

First, You may hence see that the 
christian character is the highest, the 
tnost excellent and sublime in all the 
world : it includes every thing truly 
great and amiable. The christian b^s 
e^^alted sentiments of the supreme Be- 
ing, just notions of duty, and a proper 
temper and conduct towards God and 
man. A christian is a devout worship- 
per of the God of heaven, a cheerful ob- 
server of his whole law, and a broken 
liearted penitent for his imperfections. 
A christian is a comfdication of sdl the 
amiable and useful graces and virtues ; 
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temperate smd sober, just, liberal, eortt- 
passiomte'and benfevok:nt,hutHble,meek, 
gemle, peaceable, and in all things con- 
sciemioask A christian is a good par- 
enty a good child, a good master, a good 
servant, a good husba^nd, a good wife, sc 
feithfiri friend, an obliging neighbour, af" 
dutiful subject, a good ruler, a zealou* 
patriot, and an honest statesman ; and 
as far as he is such, so far, and no far- 
ther, he is ^ christian. And can there be- 
ar more amiable and excellent character 
exhibited to your view ? It is an* angel- 
ic, a divine chiaracter. Let it be y6ur 
^ory and your ambition to wear it witJi' 
a gck)d- gi^ace, to wear it so Jis tO' adorn' 

» it# 

To acquire the title of kings andlordk 
is not Jn your power ; to spread your 
fame as schohrs, philosophers, or heroes, , 
may be beyond your reach ; but here is' 
at character morfe excellent, more amia- 
ble, more honcnirable that! all these, 
x^iifthit is your business to deserve atid 
maintain. And blessed be. God, this is 

• a dignity which the meanest among you, 
\\)Jhich beggars and slavei^ •may attaiw. 
Let this therefore be an object of univer- 
N2 
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sal ambition and pursuit, and let eveiy 
other name and title .be despised in com* 
parison of it. This is the way to rise 
to true honour in the estimate of God, 
ai(gek, and good men* What though 
the antichristian christians of our age 
and country ridicule it ? let tliem con-- 
sider their own absurd conduct and be 
ashamed. They think it an honour 
to wear the phristian name, and yet per- 
sist in unchristian 'practices ; and who 
but a fool, with such palpable contra- 
diction, would tlwik so? A beggar 
that fancies himself aiding, and trails . 
his rags with the gait of majesty, as 
though they were royal robes, is not so 
ridiculous as one diat will usurp the 
christian name without a christian prac- 
tice; and yet such clmstians are the 
favourites of the world. To renounce 
the profession of Christianity is barbarous 
and prophane ; to live according to ' 
that profession, and practise Christianity^ 
is preciseness and fanaticism. Can any 
thing be more preposterous ? This is 
as if one should ridicule learning, and 
. yet glory in the diaracter of a scholar ; 
or laugh at bravery, and yet celebrate 
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the praises of heroes. And are they- &t 
to judge of the wisdom and propriety, 
or their censures to be regarded, who 
fall into such an absurdity themselves? 
Secondly, Hence you may see that, 
if all the professors of Christianity should 
behave m character, the religion of 
Christ would soon appear divine to all 
mankind, and spread through all na- 
tions of the earth. Were 'Christianity 
exhibited to the life in all its native and 
inherent glories, it would be as need- 
less to offer arguments to prove it di- 
vine, as to prove that the sun is full of 
light : the conviction would flash upon 
all mankind by its own intrinsic evi- 
dence. Did christians exemplify the 
religion they profess, all the world 
would immediately see that that religion 
which rendered them so different a pco- 
blefrom all the rest of mankind, is in- 
deed divine, and every way worthy of 
universal acceptance. Then we should 
have no such monsters s^s Atheists, 
Deists, and Infidels in christian coun- 
tries. Then would Heathenism^ Maho- " 
metism, and all the false religions in the 
world, fall before the heaven- bom reli- 
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gion of Jesus Christ. Then it wonW 
be sufficient to convince an infidel just 
to bring him into a christian country, 
and let him observe the different face of 
things there firom all the w(H*ld beside. 
But alas ! 

Thirdly, How different is the ciiris- 
tian world from the cbristmn religion t 
Who would imagine that tliey who take- 
their name from Christ have any reja- 
tion to him, if we observe their spmt 
and practice ? Should a stranger learn 
Christianity from what he sees in popish 
countries, he would conclude it princi- 
pally consisted in bodily austerities, in 
worshipping sahits, images^ relics, and a 
thousand trifles, in theatrical fopperies 
and insignificant ceremonies, in believ- 
ing implicitly all the deternunations of 
a. Killible man as infallibly true, and in 
I^ersecuting all that diflfer frgm then^ 
and shewing their love to their souls by 
burning their bodies* Ri protestittit 
countries^ alas ! the face of things is buft^ 
litde better, as to gobd morals and 
practical, relirion. Let us take 6vaf 
own country lor a sample. Suppose ai¥ 
Heathen or Mahdmetaa should take a 
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tour through Virginia to learn the reli- 
gion of the inhabitants from their gen- 
eral conduct, what would he conclude ? 
Would, he not conclude, that all the 
religion of thd' generality consisted i|i a 
few Sunday formalities, and that the 
re3t of the wedc they had nothing to 
do with God, or any religion, but were" 
at liberty to live m they please ; And 
were he told these were the followers of 
one Christ, and were of his religiorf, . 
would he not conclude that he was cer- 
tainly an impostor, and the minister of 
sin ? But when he came to find, that 
n9twithstandirig all this licentiousness, 
they professed the pure and holy reli- 
gton of the Bible, how would he be as- 
tonished, and pronounce them the most 
inconsistent bare-faced hypocrites ! My 
brcthltjn, great and heavy is the guilt 
that lies upon our country upon this 
account. It is a scandal to the christian 
name t it is guilty of confirming the 
neighbouring flcathen in their preju- 
dices, And hinders the propagation of 
Christianity through the world. O let 
,not us be accessary to this dreadful 
guilt, but do all we can to reccommend, 
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our religion to universal acceptance ! — 
I add, 

• Fourthly, and lastly, Let us examine 
whether we have anjr just title to the 
christian name ; that is, v/hether we are 
christians indeed ; for if we have not 
the thing, to retain the name is the most 
inconsistent folly ajid hypocrisy, and 
will answer no end but to aggravate our 
condemnation. A lost christian is the 
most shocking character in hell; and, 
unless you be such christians as I have 
described, it will ere long be your char- 
acter. Therefore, be followers of Christ, 
imbibe his spirit, practise his precepts, 
and depart from iniquity, otherwise he 
will sentence you from him at last as 
workers of ini(|uity. And then will I 
profess unto them {they are Christ's own 
words) / never knew you; depart froth 
me^ ye that work iniquity. 

Matthew vii. 23. 
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